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PART I

TNTRODUCTI ON

1. On 31 Doc 4k, 12 Corps issucd planning instructions which
gtated that there was a »trong possibility that the Corps would have a
chance of attacking the cnemy on the GEILENKIRCHEN ~ ROERMOND front.

The intention of the operation was to clear the enemy out of the area
bounded by the Rivers ROER, WURM, the Corps' forward localitiss and the
R MAAS. By so doing, the Corps front would be materially shortened
and a oorrespondlng oconomy of force effected ,

2, © The bauls of the plan was to take advantage of the advanced
position of the IEPFT flank to bresk through the enemy positions in that
sector and uubbcquontly, by a succession of turning operations from the
NORTH and WEST, to capturc all the positions WEST of the ROER, 1t was
considered chat the conditions under which this plan was to be carried
out should have the provisos that (a) the going should be suitable for
the employment of FLATLS and armour and that there should be good
prospects of the continuation of frosty conditions and (b) that the
enemy positions should be weakly held; c.g, by NOT more  than two
Volksgircenadier Divs,

TOPOGRAPHY

3. Between the valley of the R WURM on the EAST and the
JULTANA Canal on the WEST, there was one important water obstacle in
front of our forward POuLblOHS. This was the SARFFEIER BEEK, This

stream is about 15 to 20 feet wide with marshy sides In places, and was
reported to be an anti~tank obstacle, though it was believed tanks '
might get across in places, w1thvd1ffloulty,' The main road bridge

on the RIGHT, at HONGEN, had been blown. On the LEPT, it was appre=
ciated that tho NUMETous mlnor utreqms would prosent a series of
bridging problems,

The chief roads in the arca were the SITTARD - HONGEN -
SAEFFELEN - HEINSBERG and the SITTARD - SUSTEREN -~ ROERMOND, both of
which it would be cssential to open up as quickly as possible,

The wooded arcas in the CENTRE consisted of small copses
very suiltable for SUIPTluO and delaying actlons. Here the country was
gently undulating with tho highest oortlon to be found around BOCKET.

ENEMY DEFENCES AND DISPOSLTTIONS (Dlagram 1)

DEFENCES
L, In the triangular arca SOUTH of the R ROER, the enemy had
organised three lines of de¢fences,  Along the Southern side, the front

line ran from LINDERN through WALDENRATH and HAVERT to ROOSTEREN, for
the greater part of the way following the SAEFFELER BEEK, Prom

" ROOSTEREN the line turned NORTH alonrT the JULIANA Canal and the R MAAS
to ROERMOND.

.../It comprised
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It comprised a line of trenches with weapon pilts. with trip-
wires and mines in front.

5. A second line of trenches started in the SIEGFRIED LINE at
UBTTERATHand ran through BRAUNSRATH and WAIDFEUCHT to link up with the
JULTANA Canal positions near ECHT. This was a single line of trench
with communication trenches leading off to the rear,

The third line consisted of a shorter length of trench
which ran from DREMVEN to HAAREN covering theé town of HEINSBERG,

6. These three lines hinged on that portion of the STEGFRIED
LINE lying SOUTH of the ROER., This was liberally supplied with pill-
boxecs which had beesn connected up by trenches. Generally, the area

between LINNICH and HEINSBERG contained a mass of trenches, pill-boxes
and gun positions, all intended to preovent an advance down the valley
of the ROER, : - ‘ C

7. .. ROERMOND itsclf had very strong all-round defences.. SOUTH
of the town there were two anti-tank ditches, with trenches ‘on both. sides
of them, covered by wire obstacles, - Near the JULIANA Canal, the villages
of ECHT, SCHILBERG and MONTFORT werc propared for all round defence
Throughout the rest of the arca strong points were made of the villages,
hamlets ‘and. communlcatlon centres, These had bcen mostly community dug
and sometimes bore little relation tactically to the configuration of

the grdund, Between these strong points the ground was COVGrbd by flrc
and strewn with mines and booby trapu.

DLuBOSITIONS

8. Two divs, orﬂanloed on a VOlK grenadier basils, were disposed
along the 12 Corps front On the RIGHT, 183 Div with throe regts and &
fusilier bn was holding a front of about 9 miles, On the LEFT, 176 DlV
also with three regts, and a fusilicr bn, was stretched over a 19 mile
sector, To the NORTH of this Div, itmms’believed that the ROERMOND area
was held by Regt HUBNER. ' '

183 Div was badly maulod in the fighting during Nov 44, and
was withdrawn to be reformed, but it appeared. that rulnfarcements had
arrived fairly regularly. From PW statements a-fair average of strength
would be about 60 por rifle coy and 80 per heavy coy 1n both divs. '

9. ' Ow1ng to a recent renumberlnn and reorganlsatlon of the arty.
units in the area, it was difficult to dctermlno the number of guns on
the front but from all sources, it was estimated there might be a total
of 90 ficld guns, 36 mediums and 18 x 7.5 cms, some of the latter
probably SP,

WEATHER

10, The weather was extremelv cold with light falls of snow.
During the week before the operation’ there had been fairly hard frosts,
sufficient to enable tanks to move across cduntry provided there was no
thaw, Roads were very slippery owing to their +thin layers of frozen snow,
and road. movement was tricky, In the MAAS vallcy fogs were frequent,

A1l tracked wvehicles, and a number of others in the forward areas, - Wore.
camouf'laged white, qnd most of the forward troops werc issued with white
oversults,

PLAN OF 12 CORPS (Diagram 1) For dctails sce 12 CORPS OPERATION
‘ INSTRUCTION No.26 at Appendix 1,

TROOPS AVAITABIE

11. : - The following troops were available for the operatiom :=-

vv./7 Armd Div



7 Armd Div

43 Inf Div

52 (L) Inf Div

6 Guards Tank Bde

8 Armd Bde ‘

Supporting Arty (including 3 and 9 AGSRA)
Supporting units of 79 Armd Div organised
under 31 Tank Bde

XIII US Corps were 1o co-operate by providing arty support on the
RIGHT of the Corps front, while 8 Brit Corps were to assist by
deploying guns in the area of MAESEYCK to support attacks of 7 Armd
Div, - ‘ '

TASKS
12, Tn outline the tasks of formations were ds follows :-

(a) 7 Armd Div was to start the attack by an assault on the
 area ANGEL and was then to capture BEAR,  For this second
objective it had 8 Armd Bde and one inf bde of 52 (L) Inf
Div under command,

(b)  When troops of 7 Armd Div were on or approaching their
final objectives in phase BEAR, 52 (1) Inf Div-in the CENTRE
were to seize CROWN, A pause would then probably be
necessary to allow the guns to move forward before

(¢) 52 (L) Inf Div edvanced to cepture EAGIE and 7 Armd Div
advanced to seize DOIPHIN, = The estimated earliest time
for this was the morning of D + 3. '

(d) From now onwards the most probable course of events would
be - '

(1) L3 Inf Div to capture HART, followed ‘immediately by
- 52 (L) Inf Div to FLEECE and 7 Armd Div to GLOBE..

N .
(ii) Tmmediately on capture of FLEECE, 43 Inf Div to seize
' JUG and then, in conjunction with XITIT US Corps, to
make good the KETTLE sarea,

v D Day was fixed for. 15 Jan, The advance on ANGEL was to
start at last light.

PRELIMINARY MEASURES BEFORE D DAY

13, .~ Prior to the operation. certain regroupings were necessary.
On the RIGHT, L3 Inf Div relieved 52 (L) Inf Div who in turn relieved
the Bastern sector of 7 Armd Div, the resulting dispositions being
shown in Diagram 1. It was hoped that with two bdes of 43 Inf Div in
the line, the enemy might be induced to believe that the main threat
would come from the direction of GEIIENKIRCHEN against DREMMEN and
HEINSBERG, ‘ -

Th. It was considered essential to capture BAKENHOVEN (marked on
Diagram 3) about one mile NW of SUSTEREN, in order that a bridge over a
small stream to the SW of the village could be constructed before the
operation proper began, and thereby secure a proper start line for the
opening assault on DIETEREN, ‘

This preliminary was successfully carried out on 15 Jan by

one coy 1/5 QUEENS who were assisted through the minefield SOUTH of the
village by FLAILS. The enemy,counter attacked the village in some

.../strength and
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strength and severe hand to hand fighting ensued, but the village was {irmly
held in splte of fairly heavy casualtiles.

RA Por details see RA 12 Corps Operation Instruction No, 38

‘ at Appendix 2, - '/

15, . The various phases of the operation were to he supported
by all guns in the Corps Arty which could be brought to bear under the
 orders of the CCRA, The weight of arty available for cach phase was
Pive to eight field regts, three to six medium regts, plus varying
numbers of mountain guns, heavies, super heavies, and HAA guns.

Each div had its own div arty, its CS medium regt and one
other medium regt at priority call throughout the operation for DF,
also one tp of searchlights for movement light. One Mattress b-bywau
avallable in the hands of the CCRA.

AIR

16. Briefly, attacks were to be supported by cpportunity
targets called for through TCLs;. by softening of communication and
reserve oentros by'modLum bonkbru and'posSibly by the use of smoke.

‘To isolate. the battlcfleld the maximum possible night
intruder effort by single aircraft, and strong fighter armed reconn-
alssances by day, were to be lald on against certain roads and commun:-
ication centres,

In addition, the enemy was to be harassed by the bombing
of Headquarueru and reserve localities.

No reliancc, however, was %0 be placed on thé availability
of air support, and tho oneration woulo proceed as planned whether
flying was pos 31ble or not. :



TASKS

17,

18,
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PART I

1 ARMD DIV

4

J
See Map and Diagram T

The tasks given to 7-Armd Div were as follows =~

To seize the area SCHILBERG 7079 - ECHT 6970 and establish

. a Class 40 route thence from STITTARD, -
Codeword ANGEL.

To seize the area WALDFEUCHT 7775 m}BOOKET“787& -
KONTNGSBOSCH 7574 A
Codewopd BEAR, ‘

To seize the arca MONIFCRT 7582 - LINNE 7485,
Codeword DOLPHIN. :

To seize the area POSTERHOLT 8181 ~ ST ODILIENBERG 798L4.
Codeword GLOBE. o

Apart from enemy opposition and weather conditions, which

are described elsewhere, two main factors contrived. to make the operation
one of considerable difficulty. : '

(a)

(b)

Traffic Control

Roads werc limited and to a certain extend unknown
quantities.  All were intersected by numerous minor water
courses and it was asppreciated that all major bridges, and
a number of culverts also, would be blown by the cpemy as

he withdrew, Owing to ground conditions cross coun?ry
movement could not he relied upon. In consequence & most
comprehensive traffic plan had to be initiated in order to
ensure that the two main axes, the roads SITTARD -~ SCHILBERG
and STTTARD - LIMBRICHT 6770 - BORN 6471 - HOLTUM 6673 -
GEBROEK 6575 -~ BAKENHOVEN 6676 - DIETEREN 6777, were used

' to maximum advantage as soon d@s they were cleared by the

leading troops and the bridges constructed behind them.
This was effected by setting up a serics, finally some ten
in all, of TCPs each manned by an off lcer drawn from units
within the div.  Bach had a wireless set and was on a ‘
traffic net controlled throughout by a special officer
sitting in the G (Ops) Room at Main HQ Div, =~ No vehicles
were allowed to proceed in any direction without reference
to this officer, This system ‘proved its worth throughout
the operation and all traffic problems were quickly
settled without confusion. A

RE

The problem here was almost entirely a bridging one.

The speed of the advance entirely depended upon the speed

of construction of the numerous crossings. Careful
preliminary planning to ensure adequate bridging material

in the right place at the right time, and continuously

hard and exacting work By the RE personnel, often under
heavy firc, solved the difficulty.  The icebound roads and
indiffercnt approaches to the bridge sites made the work all

. +./the more
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the more difficult. On more than one occasion a bridge corpleted under
fire wag destroyed by a tank, or other heavy vehicle, sklddlng on the
approach and crashlng the brldge and. Work had to stert all over again,

19.

Outline Plan

The plan of Commander 7 Armd Div to carry out" the tasxs glven

is described briefly below, (For full details see extracts of 7 Armd Div
Operation Instroction - attached Appendix 3). . '

- ANGEL EL T

| ANGEL IT

Task ANGEL S -

Thls was divided into three phases called ANGEL I, ANGEL IT,
and ANGEL III, to be carried out by 131 Lorried Inf Bde
groqped as under:

1/5 QUEENS

2 DEVONS

9 DLI ‘

1 R Tks

One sqn less one tp LOTHIAN and BORDER YEO (Flails)
One sqn 141 RAC (Crocodiles)

258 Bty NY.

Two tps 1 Cdn Armd Personnel Coriier Regt (Kangaroos)
One TCL. : :

The task was to establlsh a brldgehead across :he VLOED BEEK
(See footnote) and capture DIETEREN,

o

The task was to establish a firm base in the area. SCHILBERG -
ECHT

ANGEL III

The task was to clear SUSTEREN 6875 from the NW and assist
the RE to open a Clmss 40 route SITTARD - SCHIIBERG.

- Insk BEAR
(b) This task was to be carried out by 8 Armd Rde, grouped as

below, under command 7 Armd Div, dlroctly the Class 40 route
SITEARD =~ SCHILBERG was completed via SCHILBERG. On com-
pletion of this task this format:.on was to pass undeL command.
52 (L) Inf Div.

L
L/7 DG, ,
13/18 B )
12 KRRC less one coy
155 Inf Bde (52 (L) Inf D:LV)
147 Field Regt RA
Two pls Corps Tps RE
222 Assault Sgn RE less one tp and incelnding two
assault bridges
One SP Bty 86 A .tk ngt
One Sgn LOTHIAN and BORDER YEO less one tp (Fl&lls)
1 Cdn Armd Persomncl Carrier Regt lese two tps
(Xangaroos) \
O’m TCL '
Note:~ The VLOM, PETX is not named o tho E2p Sheot, but is
shown ox Diagram 3. It runs botween MILLEN 6971 and
NIEUWSTAD 6872, and NIEUWSTAD and SUSIEEI'N.6775.

+++/(e) Task DOLBHIN



Tasgk DOLPHIN

!

(e)

: . . t R
The Corps task was modified to the seizing of a firm base
area MONTFORT, This task was to be carried out by 22
Armd Bde with the following units :-

& H

5 R Tks

1 RB less one coy
One Bn Inf (later proved to be 9 DLI)
260 Bty NY

N

Task GLOBE

(a)

(£)

NARRATTVE

The Corps task was amplified to include the destruction
of all enemy in area POSTERHOLT -~ ST ODILIENBERG =~ LINNE -
MAASBRACHT 7085.  The task to be carried oyt by 22 Armd

'Bde after regrouping if necessary as a result of Task
. DOLPHIN,

During ANGEL, 22 Armd Bde, with 5 DG and one coy 1 RB were
made respon51ble for malntalning a firm base in the area
NIEUWSTAD 6872 - HOLTUM 6573, and, if pnssible, to cover
RE bridging operations up the SITTARD - SCHILBERG road as
far as the VLOED BEEK 677L.

The 11 H under command Div, were to maintain one sqn in
arca ROOSTEREN 6577 to prevent enemy infiltration between
the R MEUSE and the JULIANA Canal, and, later the rest of
the Regt were to recce in front of 22 Armd Bde durlng
tasks WOLPHIN and GLOBL

20, . Task ANGEL T

(2)

‘(b>!

(d)

This operation was duc %o start at 2100 hours 15 Jan,

The time was so selected in order to allow the preliminary
bridging of the VLOED BEEK to be done during the night.
However, weather conditions became so bad and a thaw having
set in, it was decided at a visit of the Corps Commander

“to HQ 7 Armd Div during the afternoon to postpone the !

operation until 0730 houro Lho next mornlnﬁ.A
Trbops 'f ' '

_9 DI
Oone Coy 1/5 QUEENS (the coy. in BAKBNHOVLN)
One MG pl 3 Ooy‘K&
One tp 258 A tk Bty '
B 8qn LOTHIAN and BORDER YEO (Flails)

There was little oppositibn, except mortar fire, in the

carly stages and the objective, DIETEREN, was.secured by
1045 hours some twenty vao P bclnw uaken.

The .remainder of the day and the whole of the nl@ht 16/17
Jan was spent in constructing the all important brldges.
The main one over the VIOED BEEK 6676 was constructed
after scme twelve hours of arduous work in impossible
conditlons, Enemy shellfire was intense and accurate.

. Casualties to RE personnel were considerable and two

bulldozers were knocked out, - The enemy counter atbacked
this site during the night from the woods to the SOUTH

... /but were
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but were beaten off chiefly by the spirited action of one
Flail tank which found itself on the NORTH side of the BEEK
and had to harbour there alone all night. Eventually this
bridge was destroyed by a direct hit. A new site had to

be found and eventually crossings were established a few
hundred vards to the SE, but not completed until some hours
after first light on 17 Jan. In addition during this night
the approaches to the bridge constructed SOUTH of BAKENHOVEN
on 13 Jan becamc impassable and a new bridge was erected,
The first two bridges on the main SITTARD ~ SUSTEREN road
were constructed after slight ehemy opposition had been
successfully dealt with by the coy of 1 RB sent out to cover
these crossings,

21, Task ANCET, ITI

(a) Owihg to the difficulty being experienced in effecting the
bridging over the VLOED BEEK, the Div Commander decided, on
the evening of 16 Jan, that ANGEL, IIT was to take place hefore
ANGEL II.  The number of tracked vehicles involved in
the latter phase made it most desirable that the drossiQ§S‘
be complete and secure before it should be launched. his
wag not the case with regard to ANGEL IIT and time therefore
would be saved by'putt1n~ this phase first,

(b)  Troops

1/5 QUEENS

One Sqn 1 R Tks
One Tp 258 A tk Bty -
Three WASPS o

(¢) At 0600 hours 47 Jan, 1/5 QUEENS were sent over uhe VLOED
BEEK on foot and they reached thelr forming up area for = -
the attack on SUSTEREN, in a Cement Works some thousand

- yards NW of this village on- the road to DIETEREN, without
much enemy interference. The attack on SUSTEREN opened
at 0630 hours and tncy‘reachod the Northern outskirts.
without difficulty. There, however, they were halted by
the activities of two SP gunu and two tanks.  This was
followed. very quickly by a German counter attack of bn
strength supported by tanks and SP guns. Very hard {ight-
ing ensued and the QUEENS werc hard put to it to retain
thelr positions but dld s0 successfully. The situation
cased when a sqn of 1 R Tks, which had becen put over the
VLOED BEEK, at a bulldozed croo51nb, came to their assist-
ancé about an hour.later. -The action to take the
village continued slowly against determined opposition,
particularly from the arca of the railway NE of the place.
By 1500 hours all except a small quarter to the SE was
in our hands, Some sixty or more PW were captured in
this action whlch was extremely hard fought throughout.

22, - Tagk ANGEL IT

(a) The move up for this phase started at 1045 hours 17 Jan.
At this time the bridges were still not complete, but it
. was decided that rather than wait longer and so impose
further delay on the operations as a whole, the risks
would be taken of putting the heavy VbthlCu over the
bulldozed crossing which had already sufficed for the
two tps of 1 R Tks on their way to join 1/5 QUEENS.

.+ /Troops



(b)

(a)

2D

Troops,

2 DEVCM
1 R-Tks less one son=
One M¥G plL 3 Coy NF
~ One tp 253 Atk Bty
JTwo - tps 1. Cdn Armd-d ersonnél Oarrler Reﬂt
L ' - (Kan"aroos)
~ One Sqn 144 RAC‘(Crooodiles) SR

Thls group was-organiged so-that equivalent colums could.

be sent up "from DIETEREB .one on the main road DIETEREN. -

SUSTEREN -~ SCHILBERG ard the second on the road DIETEREN -
OPHOVEN 6879 - ECHT, - In addition there was a third,

- reserve, column to be used as opportunity offered.

The start line, in the DIETEREN area, was not crossed until
1530 hours. - The delay was caused by the. very bad going
for the heavy vehicles, and by the presence\of a certain ’
number of mines in the start line ares,..  The IEFT column,
on the route DIETEREN - OPHOVEN - ECHT went well almost:

"entirely across country.: The zoing was bad-w‘only tracked

vehicles could make it, and a numbeér of these hecame bogged.,
Thekenemy put up cons1derable resistance in OPHOVEN but,
this was overcome and by 1830 hours the forward coys were
flrmly established in’ the NW edge of ECHT after hard fight~
ing. The whole of ECHT was in our hands by midnight.
Meanwhile the RIGHT column, intending to move up the main
SUSTEREN - SCHILBERG road, was quickly held up by determined
enemy opposition, NE of bU TEREN, The enemy held a road |

block where the road and rallway cross, and werc in some strength
‘along the rallway‘onbangmont to the SOUTH of it. Qur own
- tanks Iound it impossible to manoceuvre off the road in this

area, and were unablé to counter the well sited enemy SP
guns, Pighting continued in this area for the rest of the
day, all night and Woll into the morning of 18 Jan

In che meantlme several items of lmportance had tahen place,
During the aftertoon 5 KOSB (from 455 Inf Bde of 52 (L) Inf
Div) had been placed under command 131 ‘Inf Bde. in-order to
clear OUDROOSTEREN 6677, and %o take over DIETEREN from

9 DLI allowing the latter to come into Bde' reserve, It
was -essential to clear OUDROOSTEREN . in- order to protect the
LEFT flank of the Div, The task was completed by 1800 hours
against slight opposition and thirty five PW were captured.
The main road bridge over the VLOED BEEK, SOUTH of SUSTEREN
was completéd by 1700 hours and the 1/5 OUEENS from the
NORTH and the 1 RB from the SOUTH had linked up by 2050
hours. By 0300, hours on,18 Jan the last bridge SOUTH of

' SUSTEREN was compleote, and’ the road Qpen to that point,

- During the night the reserve column mentloned in (b) above,

was sent up the LEFT route into ELHT At 0630 hours on
18 Jan 2 DEVON attacked SCHILBERG from ECHT with the'
agsilstance of Crocodiles. Some initial success was

~achileved but the cnemy opposition was strong. It was not

until the afternoon that this village was cleared. ~ 9 DLI,
less one.coy sent to reinforce the RIGHT column of 2 DEVON
in its atoompt to clear ‘thermain foad, had been sent up the
LERT route to ECHT, so rolievihg addltlonal troops of
JON for the flnal clearing of SCHILBERG and also

g

-+o/(f) In order



23,

(£)

(&)

(a)

(b)

( .c\)

w 10
In order %o asslst the advance of the RIGHT column a two
company attack by 5 KOSB was laid on to take the enemy.
position on the railway embankment and HEIDE 6976. This
was stscessful by 1515 hours, the enemy withdrawing in

a North Easterly direction, The road block by the road
and railway crossing was finally cleared at 1230 hours and
the advance of the RIGHT column up the road continued, but
slowly as there was continual harassing by enemy SP guns,
and hastily scattered mines had to be cleared,

ar

The RIGHT coliumn of 2 DEVON eventually linked up with the

- rest of the unit in SCHILBERG during the night 18/19 Janm

and the main road from SITTARD was opened,  This unit
successfully beat off two strong enemy counter attacks from
the BAST and NE during the night. The enemy on both
occasions cons:l.sted. of some hundred infantry backed by SP
guns. ‘

Task BEAR

‘The plan for this phase entailed movement up the main SITTARD

- SCHILBERG road and then a right wheel in order to capture
the objective from the WEST.

The force was organised into four columns. Red and Black
columns were the main striking forces to seize WALDFEUCHT
and KONINGSBOSCH respectively : Brown column was to provide
LEFT flank protection, and Green column was the formation
reserve, Having left the main road SITTARD - SCHILBERG
columns were to move by the routes as shewn on Diagrem 3.

The major units in each column were as follows o=

RED

/18 H (less one sq_n)
9 RS (in Kangaroos) .
One’ tp Flails

One tp AVRE

- One pl 262 Coy RE
 One'tp 129 & Tk Bty

BROWN

One Sec Honey tanks

One sqn 13/18 H

B Coy 12 KRRC

- Det from A Tk guns 12 KRRC

BLACK

4/7 DG (less one sqn)
L. KOSB

4 Coy 12 KRRC

One tp Flails

One 1tp AVRE

One pl 262 Coy RE

129 A Tk Bty less one tp

GREEN
, L e
One sqn 4/7 DG ~ .
12 KRRC (less three coys
and det from & Tk guns)
5 KOSB .
8 Aymd Bde Tac HQ
HQ 155 Inf Bde

Black column started moving up at 1400 hours on 18 January
~-and h&d orders to establish a firm base im the area SLEK 7077
~ and-then to push down Black route,

Owing to traffic
conges‘c:_on and’ the necessity for considerable adm movement

“up the main road, it was de¢ided that no other column of
-8 Armd  Bde. vmuldi start before the morning of 19 -

. Jany
~of 4/7 DG in the van, advanced at a good pace and eventually

During the night Black column with sub-units

entered KONINGSBOSCH by first light,

Considerable opposition was encountered, some £ifty PW were
taken and two SP guns. were knocked out, . The enemy showed
considerable enterprise in the wooded area NW of XONINGSBOSCH
by running out on to the tracks in the gaps be+tweemn Black

~colums vehicles, soatterlng mines, and then darting back

to the woods.

oo ( ) /Brov®



- 1] -
(d) Brown and Red columns were on the move by 0930 hours 19 Jan,
but instead of going up to SCHITIRERG and then turning EAST
" they were sent down Black route to the Western edge of the
wooded area and thence NORTH to their ownr.routes.,  This was
in order to avoid a known enemy road block and mines in the
.area of SCHILBERG- - WALDFEUCHT road crossing of the PEPINUS
BEEK 7377. At 1140 hours Red ¢olumn was held up at BOLVEN
7176 by SP fire from the area KLOOSTER LILBOSCH7277." An
‘attack was put in against this plece, and it was finally -
clsared by 1510 hours. Confused fighting continued for the
rest of the day against stiff opposition from small parties
of enomy inf backed by SP.guns,  The ground permitted very
little movement for the tanks off the roads, and the whole
. area was liberally sprinkled with mines.  The lack of inf
- was felt at this stage of the battle which was gquite unsuit- .
able for the armour, ticd as it was, to the few cleared
tracks. ' By the evening the leading elements of Black and
Red columns were established in the general wooded area NORTH
and FAST of KONINGSBOSCH, A link up hed been made with
- elements of 52 (L) Inf Div advancing NE from LIND 7272 and a
firm base established astride the track running along the
Western edge of the woods:  During.the night, it having
been appreciated that:8 Armd Bde was unlikely to achieve
further success on the present axes of advance, the formation
was pulled back to the SITTARD - SCHILBERG road, sent SOUTH
and then around to the area SAEFFELEN 7571, It left behind
inte area already gained the firm base on the Western edge
of the wooded ares ond all leading "elements to the EAST of
this.  On completion of the move 8 Armd Bde and attached
troops went under command 52 (L) Inf Div. ’
2L, During the afternoon 19 Jan, one tp 3 Commando from WEST of
the R MEUSE, raided and clearsd STEVENSWEERD 6783, and during the night
19/20 Jan, 1/5 QUEENS moved from SUSTEREN to take over RIGHT flank °
protection in the area SLEK ~ HEIDE from 5 KOSB who departed with the rost
of 155 Inf Bde to rovert to command 52 (L) Inf Div. 5 DC wers placed
under command 131 Inf Bde to hold SUSTEREN in replacement of '1/5 QUEENS,

25, Task DQLPHIN

(a) It was decided at midday on 19 Jan that this phase should

, bégin the next day, 9 DII being placed under command 22 Armd
Bde for this task. H hour was ‘fixed for 1430 hours, the.
whole morning being spent on the move up to the aresa SCHILBERG
- BCHT, ~ Also on this morning, 3 Commando came under command.
7 Armd Div and was placed by them under command 131 Inf Bde,
Their task was to operate NORTH from ECHT and “so protcet The
LEFT flank of 22 Armd Bde in conjunction with patrols from

N

one sgn 11 H. \

(b)  The first objective for 22 Armd. Bde was the capture of .
ST. JOOST 7181.  The troops ‘detailed for this operation were
two coys 1 RB supported by Crocodiles, and one sqn 8 H, -

. It was anticipated that this village would be cleared
conparatively easily and that +the real objective of this
phase,” MONTFORT, could be procecded with without delay.

This was proved a false premise. The seneny fought long, -
doggedly and skilfully for this long straggling village and
it was not until 1930 hours 21 Jan, some twenty nine hours
after the initial advance began, that we could elaim it

" firmly to be ours, It was the hardest fought battle of /all
in this operation, There were some two hundred enemy inf

cand a number of SP guns in the village to start with, and -
this force was kept well up to this strength. by reinforce-
ments from Regt HUBNER brought down from the ROERMOND 7889

«

... /area during
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area during the evening 20 Jan,  These were all fresh tps which
ours, by this time, were npt.

Initially some success was achicved and a footing was gained
in some of the houses in the Southern end of the village and
a number of PW were taken, The enemy continued to fight with
tenacity, defending each house and from cleverly sited trench
positions. Had weather and ground conditions beeh better it
is more than probable that we could have bounced this object-
ive as we had done others during the advance. As it was, the

“armour could nobt manoeuvre and was forced almost entirely to
stick to the road approaches, and the encmy's cleverly managed
SP gun screen in-the wooded area BAST of the village gave more
than adequate support to his inf, He made a strong point of
the important road. junction in the middle of the village. By
nightfall 1ittle furthor progress had boon made. At 2000 ¢
hours dne coy 9 DLI was committed and after much confused
fighting the road junctlon was selzed, But the enemy infil-
trated back into the housés in the Southern end of the village, and
were still holding the Northern end, so that this coy was
virtuelly cut off, At 0200 hours 21 Jan a further coy 9 DLI -
‘was sent in to try and clear from the SOUTH to Jjoin up with
the first coy but this failled, During the fighting up to
this stage 8 H had lost some eight tanks (some only receiving
‘minor damaﬂe) Further attacks were launched on 21 Jan.
The.chief “rouble was the lack of sufficient or fresh inf,
. Our *troops had by this time been fighting for five days almost
continuously™in the severest of winter conditions, The *
battle was undoubtedly an inf task and the armour could assist
*very little, The final effort was made at 1700 hours and
supported again by Crocodiles with thé tanks of 8 H giving as
much fire gupport as possible. This time it was successful
and the village was cnclrely'cleared by 1930 hours,  Both
‘sldes sufxered heavy casualties in this battle. 9 DLT had
over gixty and the encmy left meny dead in the village and
three SP guns knocked out.

- 26, After the battle of ST JOOST regrouping was essential before
22 Armd Bde continued the advance on MONTFORT and certain changes of plan,
as regards the future action in task GLOBE took shape, 1 Commando Bde
came under command 7 Armd Div on the morming 22 Jan, Briefly the plan
now was for 22 Armd Bde to advance on MCONTFORT in two columns on routes as
shown on Diagram 3, ‘attached, whilst later 131 Inf Bde would advance Rast-
wards astride the SCHILBERG - WAIDFEUCHT road to protcct the RIGHT flank
of 22 Armd Bde, In addition 1 Commando Bde, operating from ECHT was to
advanco NORTH in the dlrecblon of LINNE - '

,Regro q& ‘ \
131 Inf Bde

2 DEVON (from SCHILBbRG to take over flrm base in area.
' ST JOOST)

9 DLI (from ST JOOST %o SLEKAto take over firm base

- arca for 131 Inf Bde from 1/5 QUEENS)

8 H (to find patrols forward EAST and NORTH from

e ST JOOST with the rest of the Regt in

: SCHILPERG).

"1 R Tks

22 Armd Bde

5 DG
-5 R Tks
1 RB :
1/5 QUEENS }
‘ ‘ . /27,
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27. Patrols of 8 H moving EAST from.ST JOOST,. and from 11 H
moving NE from the general line of the road running SE to NW through
SIEK, acted wvigourously all day.  Some enemy opposition was encountersd,
but thc chief trouble was a profusion of mines. Both bridges, on ths-
routes to be used by 22 Armd Bde, across the BEEK some five hundred.
yards to the WEST of MONTFORT Wererfound~blown. The Northern one wasg
repaired by 1700~ hours, and’/the other by 2030 hours.  Using the North-
ern route, tps of 22 Armd Bde attempted to enter AANDENBURG but were
" bitterly opposed. ~ Heavy fighting continued in this area all night and
on 23 Jan. It was not until 2 DEVON had swept through the woods from
the NORTH and had linked wp with 1/5 QUEENS that this v111age was
-capturcd garly on 24 Jan.,

28, On the morning 23 Jan 1. Commando Bde supported by one sqn
8 H was ordered to advance from ECHT and seize MAASBRACHT 7185 and
BRACHTERBEEK 728L4. The advance started at 0800 hours, and by 0945
hours MAASBRACHT was captured agalnst only sllght oppooltlon. by 1330
hours BRACHTERBEEK also,

29, ‘ The enemy, probably fronlLINNE were seen moving SOUTH
through the woods with the obvious 1ntentlon of trying to cut the
Northern route used by 22 Armd Bde between ST JOOST and AANDENBURG.

2 DEVON placed under command 22 Armd Bde was ordered forward from ST
JOOST to clear the wooded area, and 8 H were ordsred to take over the
firm base area vacated by 2 DEVON -} Commando Bde was also ordered to
exercise pressure fromAMAAbBRAbHT South Eastwards towards the rallway.

30. The progress of 2 DEVON was slow throug ¢h the heavily

wooded country and it was not untilafter dark that thov reached the
line of the MONTFORT ~ LINNE road NORTH of AANDENBURG. They then
wheeled SOUTH ard by first light 24 Jan had linked up with 1/5 QUEENS
in that village, Meanwhile 1 Commando Bde pushed patrols out towards
LINNE and also SE towards the station 738l. . TIn the former case a . '
small but valuable bridgehead was establlshed over the BEEK, which runs
‘NW from the statlon in between the wood and the small hamlet of

DE VILLA 7385. An attempt to capture the station failed against stiff
opposition, ‘ -
3. At first light on 24 Jan 1/5 QUEENS from AANDENBURG
attacked and cleared VUNTFO?T their rear being secured. by 2 DEVON, and
linked up with the coy of 1 RB which had been advancing on the Southern
of the “wo routes from ST JOOST..  There ‘was little oppbsition.

'  After this attack further reﬁrouplng was neeessary before
(the next advance, to'be undertaken by 131 Inf Bde, to PUTBROEK 7780;
MONTFORT was taken over by 2 DEVON and 1/5 QUELNS brought back to
SCHITEFRG + act as a rescrve for 131 Inf Bde, The axis given for . the
latter was the road SCHILBERG -~ ECHTERBOSCH 7676 and thence NORTH
through DIERGAARDE 7577. The leading elements for this advance were
to consist of 9 DLT and 1 R Tks preceded by 11 I under Div oontrol°

32, , At first light on 24 Jau 1 Commando Bde scized the station
area unopposed, and started their attack to take LINNE, Initially
_ some success was achieved and the SW cornecr of the village was entared,
No further advance however ,could be made against determined opposition
which included at least one SP gun and a Mk IV tank., -~ By 1100 hours
WEERD 7386 was occupied by the sqn 8 H supporting 1 Commando Bde.
Attacks continued against LINNE most of the day, the last going in at
Clast 11ght but again without avail. It was not until the next morn-
ing, 25 Jan, unqL success was achieved here and the village was
reported clear at 04% bours. The ‘Commandos fdught with great
vigour throughcut and though receiving a number of casuslties thoy
inflicted far morc upon the enemy., - The Commandos, although quite
undeterred thercby, were handicapped in their twsk by the lack of the
full equipment and~woapons to be found within the 1nf bns.v

CL../35.
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33, The advance by 131 Iaf Bde started as planned at 1300 hours 2k
Jan and by 1600 hours leading elements of 1 R Tks had entéred PUTBROEK
against some opposition consisting of the ubiquitous SP guns and the
invariable mines, and lost three tanks in the action, By first light on
25 Jan the village was firmly held by th coys 9 DLI and a sqgn of 1 R Tks.
3. ,/ . By first light 25 Jan the froit line situation was as

follows 3= T [

451 Inf Bde  (a) Elements of 9 DIT and 1 R Tks in PUTEROEK
o - with patrols of 11 H to the NORTH, EAST.
“and SOUTH. B | -

v ~(b) The remainder of 9 DLT and 1 R Tks in
AANDENBERG 7679. ‘ ‘ :

- 22 Armd Bde (c) 1 BB and 5 DG in MONTFORT and to the
o ~ SOUTH. L

(d) 2 DEVON and 5 R Tks in AANDENBERG 7h82,
o with patrols to the NORTH and NW link-
ing up 6 Commando SE of the station.

‘1 _Commando . (e) -6.Commando near BRACHTERBEEK with
Bde -.r . patrels to the NORTH.
(£) ,3 Cdmmahdp in DE VILIA Wifh.?aﬁfbié
: towards LINNE, - ’ ‘ S

(g) 45 Commando in MAASBRACHT,
(h) Cne tp 8 H in WEERD.

35 . . Orders for the day (25 Jan) consisted briefly for a comb
. through the heéavily wooded aisa FAST of +the line PUTBROEK - MONTRORT,
131 Inf Bde were to recce wiih a view to seizing POSTERHOLT and
EBUTJEN 7982, and 22 Armd Bde to clearythe Northern edge of the woods
.ond recce towards ST ODILIENBERG,  The orders for 3 Commando to seize
LINNE have already been dealt with. :

Most of the opposition to 131 Inf Bde and 22 Armd Bde on
this day came from small isolated pockets of enemy inf who had not
monaged to withdraw with their main stb-units and they did not offer
much resistance,  Mines werc encountered and all small water crossings
werc demolished.  1/5 QUEENS (131 Inf Bde) succecded in making a rqugh
bridge .just SOUTH of REUTJENwith civilian assistance and entered that
villiage unopposed, One small patrol of 11 H, on foot, entered POSTER~
HOLT from the NORTH and took two PW. Information from these PW and from
clvilians indicated that there were still some thirty enemy in the South-
ern end, , The village was heavily mined, and one of the two PW had been
cengaged in laying them.,  He promised to gssist in taking them up again
when we declded to occupy the place and eventually did so. 22 Armd.
Ide had similar success on the LEFT. By last light the whole wooded
arca was clear and patrols of 5 R Tky had pushcd NORTH to within a few
hundred yards of 8T ODILIENEERG which wes still occupied. .

36, - On 26 Jan, 9 DLI cleared the POSTERHOLT area and. 1/5 QUEENS
attacked and captured REUTJEN. It now remained to clear the enemy from
the WEST side of the 'R ROER in the ST ODITIENBERG and PAARLO areas,

.22 Armd Bde advanced with 2 DEVCN and 5 DG %o clear ST ODILIENBERG and
subsequently established a Forwsrd patrol base with two coys 1 RB which .

~anabled them to dominate the enery position to the NORTH of the river.

1/5 QUEENS advanced on the orders of 131 Inf Bde and cleared the close

- country oround HOLST and PAARTO establishing coys in both places.  The

.../situation’
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situation now was that all the bridges across the ROER capable of

taking wheeled or tracked vehicles, with the exception of a trestle
bridge near ROERMOND had been blown - The enemy still held a small
bridgehcad at VLODROP 8382 which it was decided not to attack on account
of the open nature of the ground on our side of the river and because it
was completely dominated from the, German positions to the NORTH of the
river, : ,

37. Pinal regrouping took placc shortly after this to hold the .
sector with 131 Inf Bde RIGHT and 1 Commando Bde LERT. 22 Armd Bde was
in reserve, Each of the forward bdes had one armd regt under command.
The main line ran POSTERHOLT ~ REUTJEN.- MONTFORT - AANDENBURG = TINNE.
Strong patrol bases were maintained at PAARLO and ST ODILIENBERG and: )
ao’m_ve\patrolllmrT and ‘sniping kept the Cermans confined 4o their small
bridgehead at VLODROP and to their positions in the switch line between
 LERROP 7786 and the factory SOUTH of MERUM 7687.

38, (a) Casualtlog within the Div throubhout the operation amounted

: ‘ to a Iittle over four hundred, This includes a number of
PW lost during the ensmy counter attack during the prelim-
inary operation at BAKENHOVEN, and to the coy whlch at one
stage was virtually cut off at ST J003T,

(b) Casuwalties to armour were corparatlvcly light, Total
- losses amounted to ton tanks, Other casualties consigted

oftMﬁcdwmmdeommyaﬁum“mdhmMytmmetMO@h
mechanical defect repairable in Bde or Unit Wbrkshopu.
Seven damaged by enemy action and repairable in jrd or
Ath line workshops. -

(c) During the period 16 = 26 Jan the Div captured six officers
and four hundred and eighty four other ranks PW.
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PART TIIT

52 (L) INF DIV

See Map and Diagram 3

OUTLINE PLAN

39.  (a) The ultimate intention of the Div was to open the road
' STTTARD -~ HETNSBERG, (meking it a Class 40 route), and to
clear the encmy from.the WEST bank of the R ROER between
inclusive HEINSBERG and exclusive POSTERHOLT 8181.

The first objective of the Div, (known as phase "CROWN I"
and "CROWN II"), was %o secize the BREBEREN 7771 - ISENBRUCH
6972 line including the village of SCHALBRUCH.,  This phase
was scheduled to start.at first light on D + 2. Previous
to this, (D-Day and D + 1), 7 Armd Div had £0 seize ECHT
and: SCHILBLRG 7079 and fOllOW‘lt up by capturlng WALDFEUCHT
- BOCKET - KONINGSBOSCH 757L area., For this latter arca

“ 155 Inf Bde and 8 Armd Bde were under command of 7 Armd Div,

If elther of the dove’ operatlons got behind schedule, the
'BREBEREN - ISENBRUCH line was to be captured by 52 (L) Inf

~ Div 1rr08pcct1vo of the progress made by 7 Armd Div,

(b)  The sccond obgcctlve (known as phase "EAGLE"), of the Div
" wag the HAAREN 7977 - BRAUNSRATH 817k area,” (7 Armd‘Dlv
- were first to capture MonPORT 7482 ~ LINNE 7485) '

(e) The third objective (known as phaoe "FIEECE") for the Div
wag to seize the area KARKBN 8379 = KENPEN‘BS?S - HEINSBERG
8575 ~ KIRCHOVEN 8576

(4) The timings of the atcack on the second and third objectives
' were to be dependent on the development of the situation.

© On 13 Jan L5, 52 (L) Inf Div issued Operation Instruction

 -No.4. . Copy of this is attached at Appendix L., (Tt
1ncludes certain amendments and alterations which were
published subsequent to thé. issue of the Operation Instructlan
and it also includes the grouping: ‘of formations and units
at the. .start of the oporatlon Codewords for . v1lla~es
roads, rivers etc which were publluhed with thls Operatmon
Instruotlon have buen. Omltted)

COURSE OF THE QPERATION

40. On 17 Jan the Div Commender had a final conference at his
HQ. It appeared that 8 Armd Bde would probably not secure their
objective in the WALDFEUCHT - BOCKET - KONINGSBOSCH area and the Div
Commender stated that this would not delay the start of the Div part of
the operation and that he now placed rather more importance on linking
up with 7 Armd Div on the LERT :flank than heretofore, Met forecast was
most unpropitious indicating that the thaw which had already started
that day would probably contlnuc The armd commandcrs however were
optimistic over the use of thelr armd. vehicles.

41, 18 Jan. Tho attac? whlch had been preceded by heavy arty
concentrations from the Div and Corps arty on the main enemy defence line
and gun areas, started at 0630 hours. The first object was to secure

a path through the enemy minefields and put two assault bridges across
the SAEFFLER BEEK close to the village of STEIN, 156 Inf Bde, (with

one additional bn from 157 Inf Bdo) had been given the task of capturing
the BREBEREN -~ ISENBRUCH lirde (1ncluplve SOHLLBRUCH) The Bde had two

.../sqns SRY
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sqns SRY under command and were supported by Flails, Crocodiles, and an
RE coy together with one tp of 16 Assault Sqn RE with two assault
bridges.- .

_ - By 0843 one assault bridge was in position and inf were
agsaulting the villages of LIND and STEIN, Unfortunately the thaw had
a very detrimental effect on armd movement. Only three tanks got
across the assault bridge and almost immediately got bograd, Previous-
1y in the approach the other assault bridge tank had got temporarily
bogged and this second bridge could not be got into position till 1030
hours. In addition three Flail tanks got mined and other support tanks
got bogged, which was due to the state of the ground resulting from the
thaw,  The villages of STEIN and LIND took some time %o capture, - The
RSF, who were carrying out this task suffored comparatively heavy cag-
ualties, (75), because of the skilful house 4o house defence and use of
cellars by the enemy, Each house was connectod to its neilghbour by a
commmicotion trench - and the cnemy were able to dart from house to
house with comparative impunity, firing bursts of small arms here and
there, A few Germens in this way threw some grenades amongst our

- wounded lying in the street. Thesc particular Germens were quickly

‘killed. ~If the support tanks and Crocodiles asg planhed had been able

to accompany the inf, our casualties would not nearly have reached.

“the above dimensions.

With the bridgehead thus eSé@biished, 156 Inf Bde were
able to fan out, HAVERT was cleared by midday and by dark our troops

~were established in HEIIDER (6 CAMERONIANS), -and SCHALBRUCH (5 HLI).

An effective smokescreen was laid on HONGEN while these operations
were in progress. It was carried out by the mortar platoon of 6 HLI
who fired 11,000 rounds of smoke during the day. In addition, val-

ikAuable support was given by our arty throughout the day. Owing to the

" thaw it was impossible to get any wheoled or tracked vehicles up to

our forward tps through the lancs cleared up to the assault bridges

~and beyond., Even Weasels got stuck. A carrying party was organlsed
- from Div tps of some 800 men to- get supplies and ammunition uwp, but

thesé eventually were not necessary as during the night HONGEN was
captured from the rear. HEINSBERG~Wasrattacke@”during the day by

Tighter intruders and fires wore started.

42." 19'Jan,  During the night BCArmd Bdé moving along the

SCHT road established forward clements of armour and ‘tps in KONINGS-
BOSCH. ~ With the capture of HONGEN the cnginecrs.were able to lay an

’

assault bridge over the SAEFFLER BEEK in HONGEN and by midday the road

. from SITTARD to HONGEN was opon, ‘The cnemy had mined the road, incl-
- uding using some of our unexploded 3" morter bombs as mines, as well as
cutting meny trecs down.across the road. These werc effcctively bull-~

dozed away,  The road from HELIDER to HAVERT was also opened thus

"enabling vehicles to get up to the forward tps in that area, During

the day operations to clear the villages to the EAST of HONGEN were
continued by 156 Inf Bde (7 CAMERONIANS), SAEFFEIEN was cleared by
midday and BREBEREN just before dark.,  These operations werc support-
ed by Flails and Crocodiles, The whole of the encmy freoat .defence
line, except for certain small pockets, was cleared when ISENBRUCH
surrendered during the morning. = Several of the PW captured at this
village had apparently moved therc from HAVERT to avoid being at the
receiving end of another Rocket bty salvo, which they cxpressed as
devastating.,  The moral and physical cffcct of this by was further
conf'irmed by PW captured at BREBEREN soon after a salvo had been fired
in that area, They were Just able to talk but were so’ dazcd that
several walked into walls without seeing where they werc ‘going,
Observers from our own lines commented on the way these salvos seemed
to obliterate the arcas on which they fell, and it is undoubtedly a
most effective weapon, ’

<o /At 1930
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At 1930 hrs Operation Instruction No.5 was issued outlining
the plan for phasc EAGIE to.be carried out at the earliest possible time
by 8 Armd Bde with under command 155 Inf Bde.  This, however, had to be
considerably modified becausc the main axis of advance of 8 Armd Bde
from ECHT to KOWINGSBOSCH was blocked by one of our own derelict tanks
which could not be quickly moved as it was still under fire from the

enemy.  The net result was that the only other axls of advance,
namely the main 52 (L) Inf Div route =~ SITTARD ~ HONGEN - HEILDLR
would have to be used,  This, however, 'conflicted with the move of

52 (L) Inf Div arty who werc schedulcd to move during the nlght into the
SAEFFELEN - HEIIDER =~ STEIN - HAVERT. arca. Ag this arty had in any case
to move up to this arca to support the EAGLE phase whatever plan was
used, the 8 Armd Bde plan had to be scrapped, 157 Inf Bde were there-
fore detailed to capturc BOCKET the following morning supported by the
Div arty, tanks, Crocodiles and Flails, On the night 19/20 Jan, the
villages of BUSCHERHEIDE 7770 and BROICHEOVENT67! were cleared end the
whole of the cnemy front line was now firmly in our hands,  KONINGSBOSCH,
which still harboured & fow cnemy, was also cleared and the area at

AAN DE SCHOOL 7575 was sccured,  The Div arty completed its concontratlon
durlnﬁ the night in the uAFFFELEW - HTlIDER - HAVERT area, ,

4) 20 Jan. The attack on BOCKET was carried out by 6 HLI.

The start was somewhat delayed owing to traffic jams due to unavoidable
blocks on the main road caused by‘talno and other vehicles skidding on
the very treacherous road surface. - Resistance was light and the =
excellent armd support made the entry into the village comparatively
easy although mortar fire from the neighbouring village of HONTEM caused
some casvalties while the onemy were still being winkled out of cellars
and. other places. The capture of this village undouvbtedly was a nagty
blow for the enemy as it domi¥iated his switch line running along the line
of the villages LAFFEID ~ SELSTEN. - HONTEM ~ FRILINGHOVEN -~ WAIDFEUCHT -
ECHIERBOSCH.  One 88 mm was captured and 83 PW, making a grand total
of 16 officers 58/ other ranks throubh the Div. cage since the operation
started on 18 Jan. .- :

' With the capture of BOCKET it was obviously necessary to.
push home our advantage by securing WALDFEUCHT while the oncmy was still
on the wrong foot. 155 Inf Bde was thercfore ordered to secure both
WALDFEUCHT and ECHTERBOSCH by 210600 hours.. If it was snowing and
“hindered the use of artificial moonlight, the attack could be postponed
till 211300 hours. In addition, 156 Inf Bde wore givon the task of

‘securlnw SELSTEN by 211500 hours and. 157 Inf Bde HONTEM and -the spur

- BAST of . FRILINGHOVBN 52 Recce Regt was given a role of sccuring the

3D1V LEFT flank, Each Bde was given a proportlon of support arms
:anzludlnfT Flalls and Crocodiles.

Earllcr in the day L4 80 LT fron h) Irf Div relieved
7 CAMERONIANS in BREBEREN, RE opered the main axls road up to the
- cross roads SOUTH of BOCKET and also esteblisned a water point at
HEIIDER.  Typhoons attacked LAFFELD with good results,  The night
attacks on WALDFEUCHT and ECHTERBOSCH were successful, little opposition

being encountered. The former was captured at 0300 hours and the
1attey by 0700 hours, ; @,v ‘
L, : 21 Jan, At about 06)0 hours the enemy launched, with

Jocal roscrvo an ineffective attack against WAIDFEUCHT from the
FRILINGHOVEN area This was followed by a much stronger attack of
approximate strength ¢f a bn towefhor with about 15 SP guns and 6

Tiger tanks launcned from the NORTH and directed on both WAIDFEUCHT and
ECHTERBOSCH, =~ At the former village the 5 KOSB were defending with

- threc coys and the romalnlng coy was at the latter village. = The enemy
gained a lodgement in the Eastern part of ' WAILDFEUCHT and one coy of '
the bn got cut off from the remainder of the bn, This was chiefly

~ due to the close support given by one Tlgur tank which had also

L. /effected an
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effected an entry to the village, This tank had an exciting time
remaining in the village for about 3 hours, being harried RIGHT and

IEFT by our inf. It could not escape through two entrances as they
were solid old brick entrances too narrow for a Tiger to pass through.
Another entrance had been blocked by the KOSB. Several shots with
PsTAT and sticky grenades appeared to have no effect. The Tiger was
assisted by local civilians who managed to indicate the houses from
Wﬁi¢hvour tps were attempting to knock the tank out. The Tiger mere-
1ly-turned its 88 mm gun on to the edifice and one shot generally smashed
the house concerned. It eventually managed to escape by one of the only
entrances remaining under cover of the German inf in the village.

. ‘ In the meantime, two further Tigers arrived on the Bastern
‘side of the village and almost immediately knocked out two of our own
Shermans belonging to 13/18 H, plus some other vehicles. Almost at
the same time, the anti-tank pl commander of the bn arrived together
with two of his six pounder guns on the outskirts of the village,

" This pl commander knocked both these Tigers out. - The position was

- gradually restored in WALDFEUCHT during the rest of the day - and a
~relief forece, consisting of 4 KOSB, arrived by dark., At LCHTERBOSCH

the enemy attack was defeated without great difficulty and no real effort

+ was made Jater to get into this place though an armd battle was fought

round it for some-time.  During this battle, Air OPs were of great

value and the medium arty was successfully directed on several of the
enemy SP. guns and tanks, : : :

Altogether, the WAILDFEUCHT action was a consideérable success
for our inf, armour and the SP guns, A German Operation Order belonging
. to 341 Army Assault Bde was captured later in the operation, - This

- revealed that the counter attack force was intended originally for BOCKET,
The attack was to start at 0630 hours on 21 Jan with the SI baged on
WALDFEUCHT. = This probably accounts for the somewhat confused attack
" which was put in on WALDFEUCHT itself and exemplifies pare 1k (b). of
Fileld Marshal MONTGOMERY's "Inf Div in Battlc" which stipulates as one

of the basic points of a setpiece attack, that tho start line must be

secure. : o

S On the rest of the 156 Inf Bde front (7 CAMERONIANS) with
Crocodiles in support had little difficulty in cepturing SELSTEN before
_dark, while 157 Inf Bde (1 GLAS H) with SRY, Flails and Crocodiles in
support, securcd the villages of HONTEM and FRILINGHOVEN.  The encmy
swltch line, except for the villages of BRAUNSRATH and LAFFELD, was thus
practically in our hands. During the day's operations, 3 officers and
138 other ranks PW were captured, 52 Recée Regt took over the HAVERT -
SCHALBRUCH arca. from 5 HLI who then concentrated in the SAEFFELEN area.
6 HLI relieved 7 CAMERONTANS during the night, the latter concentrating
in BOCKET. 8 Armd Bde, less SRY, were concentrated between WAIDFEUCHT
and KONINGSBOSCH. ' , '

o Orders were issued for 157 Inf Bde to capturc LAFFEID and
156 Inf Bde to capture BRAUNSRATH the following afternoon.  Patrols
however, had reported the latter village being clcar of the memy and as
a result it was occupied by 6 CAMERONIANS during the night with no
opposition. The enemy fade a small counter attack on SELSTEN during
the night, It was easily repelled. | o

45, 22 Jan, 5 HLI with SRY, one tp of Flails and one tp of
- Crocodiles, captured ILAFFELD before dark with little opposition and with
the satisfactory haul of 80 PW. LOCKEN, the high ground immediately
to the EAST, and SCHONDORF were all cleared during the first few hours
of darkness by 156 Inf Bde supported by sub-umits from 157 Inf Bde,
An encircling movement from the RAST culmirated in the capture of

OBSPRINGEN in the carly hours of 23 Jan. During these night operations,

.../és on all
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as on all other night operatlons to date, artificial moonlight was used
to great effect and was of much’ aSblstance to our tps. 155 Inf Bde, ‘
(L X0SB), also sccurcd ERDBRUGGERHOP 7875 and BRUGGELCHEN 7876. 52’
‘Recce Regt moved up on the LEFT flank of 155 Inf Bde and guarded the
_wooded area to the MW and WEST of ECHTERBOSCH.

‘ : The only outs tandlnw village before the HEINSBERG line was
APHOVEN and orders werc issued to 157 Inf Bde to capture it, together
Wlth the rldgc Just fo the EAST of the v111age by 1500 hours 23 Jan,

- During Lho latc afternoon and after dark, the Div . arty
moved up to the WEST of tne bFLSTEN -~ HONTEM area,

146, 23 Jan. 6 hLl with dn oupport SRY (less one sqn), Flalls,
Crocodiles and full Corps arty, had little difficulty in capturing the
APHOVEN area., Tae garrison to the placc was small and it ylelded only,
9 PW. After its capture, the enemy directed considerable mortar fire
on the Northern end of *he v1]1age but our oasualtles were only slight,

At OSwO hrs the Div Commander gave out hlS orders for the
capture of HEINSEIRG,  The operation was. to be carried out by 155 Inf’
Bde during the night 23/2+ Jan, In outline the plan was an encirclirg
one to be carried out by two bns (7/9 RS and L4 KOSB), from the APHOVEN
area, : ~ .

This force was to prov1dg two flanking co;umns to surrouhd
the town including the LEFT flank; followed by a force of beaters
'accompanled by two tps of Crooodllus through the town winkling out the
enemy from their hiding places. The arty plan was t0 have a standing
barrage on the commmity trench, followed by a box barrage to enclose
the town with stonks as well as the middle of the town. Searchlights
were to illuminate the objective, and Bofors were to give directional
fire, Finally, 17 pounders were to move up carly to cover possible
tank approaches. = The town had already suffered from heavy and medium
bomber attacks, and harassing fire from medium and heavy arty - both
British and U& (from the OQTH> ~ had been applied at various times
during the proced;nﬂ week."’ : .

L7. 2. 2 Jan, The capture of HEINSBERG'went aocordlnﬂ to plan
but the final mo] mopping up carried well into the morning. Opposition
© to our entry was flgho, later an ineffective attempt by two bodies,
cach of approximately 30 inf, was made to counter attack the town 1rom
the EAST, These were cnbawed by arty and the counter autack was
broken up, The enemy's next effort was from area LIECK 8475 and was
made by about 50 inf with a Tiger tank and two SP guns, This. group
was caught by our guns as it was forming up and was rapidly & sperscd
but not before the Tiger had been knocked out by an SP anti-tank gun,
maklﬁ the third for the, whole operation. = Moderate shelling and ‘a
little, mortarlnﬂ had been coming into HEINSBLRG-%ll through fho jri'e i A1
ing; ,at about 1300 hours very heavy mortbaring, interspersed with some
shell fire, started and continued until about 1630 hours, - It was.
estlmated.by'forMUrd tps that at Loast 12 mortars were involved and
these were sited in the area 1mmed1;te¢y‘W“ST of LIECK. The area
was stonked at 167 O hrs ard the mortaring stopped,  ILater at inter-
vels the arca was dtonked by our arty with air bursts which se med
to close down completely the enemy mortar activity, In addition, the
- KLOSTERHOF arca 874, which pro“ b1y had contaired the mortar OPs, was
captured, As. & result the nigh’ in HEINSBERG passed. off W:Lthout
. incident, 180 P were captured. in the town, .
’ ‘ .In the evening sounds of retreating tractor vehlcles
were heard in the KIRCHOVEN areca moving NE and this was probably the
enemy withdrawing towards and over R -ROER, : ; .

L
v

HAAREN which had beon reported the preovious nlwht as
clear of the cnemyv, was occupied during the morning by 7 CAMERQNIANS.

../With HEINSBERG
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With HEINSBERG salely‘ln our hands, orders were issued at 1910
hours for 157 Inf Bde to capture LIECK and KTRCHOVEN starting at 250600
hours, and 156 Inf Bde to link up with 157 Inf Bde NW of KIRCHOVEN after
flrst securing DRIESCH - HAAS - VINN. 52 Recce Regt were to clear the
'woods NORTH. of HAAREN and to maintain contaot w1th 7 Armd DlV )

48. 25 Jant 5 HLI with Crocodlles and Flails cerried out 157 Inf
Bde task and LIECK and. KIRCHOVEN were both occupied without opposition.
Similarly, with no opposition and when the above task was nearing com~
pletion, L/5 RSP, (for 156 Inf Bde), occupied DRIESCH, HAAS and VINN.
Albogether 17 PW were collscted being mostly stragglers and deserters.
' Patrols were pushed forward towards the villages on the WEST bank of the
R ROER. = Some were found unoccupied, in others there was an exchange of
shots., It was obvious that what remaining elements the enemy had WEST
of the R ROER had been,withdrawn +to the EAST bank N
52 Recce Regt cleared the Woods NORTH of HAAREN and. were in
contact with elements of 7 Armd Div. o

* CONGLUSION - , -

49, (a) With the occupation of the HEINSBERG .~ DRIESCH - HAAREN

’ \ line the operation as far as 52 (L) Inf Div were concerned
really concluded, In the course of the week's fighting
the Div captured 4O small towns and villages plus HEINSBERG.
Certain regrouping had to take place and Bdes resumed their
normal organisation. Evacuation of German civilians - of
whom there were atout 700 in the area - had already started
and was continuing, The main road to HEINSBERG from
SITTARD was opencd by the engineers as a Class 40 route.

O
23 officers and 1112 other ranks PW were ceptured and in
addition 85 PW werc ovacuated Wounded through S
'medlcal channelg

 ;,(6)& 'Casualtles

" Div casualties were :-

“Officers  Other Ranks Total

Killed . ok 8l - 88 ) -
| | A ) 101
Died of wounds 1 12 13 )
Wounded Y 619 651 . 651
752

During the ten day%period 258 sick werc evacuated through
medical channels, = Considering the adverse weather condit-
ions and the extreme cold particularly at night, 25 medical
cases per day speaks for the gencral hardihood and excellent

- men management in the Div. . There was no case of any single
wounded man being affected by -exposure during the operation.
Moreover, practically all the wounded arrived in good con-

- dition at ADSs which is attributable to the infense cold
stopping bleeding. The only other casualties were 71
evacuated for various forms of accidents.
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PART IV

43 D BIV

See Map and Diagram 3

GENERAL

50. Prior to Operation 'BLACKCOCK', L3 Inf Div had spent
approximately two months in or near to the area of operations. The
habits of the enemy had been carefully studied and patrols and air
reconnaissance furnished much useful and important information.  Just
before the operation commenced, the ground over which the Div was to
fight was reproduced on a model and the plen of operations was explained
to all concerned,

ADDITIONAL TPS 43 INF DIV

51 Upder Command 6 Gds Tk Bde (Churchill tks)
N T (34,0 A Tk Bty) , ,
1GY Sqn 141 RAC (Crocodiles)
1B! Sqn W DGNS (Flails) o
16 Assault Sqn RE, less one tp éAVRE) )
Sqn 1 Cdn ARC Regt (from D + 3)(Kangaroos)
6 Field Regt (from D + 3)
Tp 344 SL Bty
10t P1t 653 Air OP Sqn
Det 100 Radar Unit:
- Two tentacles - B L
263 Field Coy RE (from a.m. D + 4)

In support 12 Corps Arty Gp (incl 3 and 9 AGsRA.
_ -+ RA 52(L) Inf Div,
US Arty Gps) g
Det 1141 US Combat Engr Gp.

PLAN
52, (For details of L3 Tnf Div Opefation Tnstruction see
Appendix 5). S
(a) The pian‘consisted in the'direction of Bde Gps in succession
to attack, capture and re-organise a series of limited ‘
objectives which were in every case a line of villages and
centres of commnication. ‘ o
(b) As a,preliminary,‘129 Inf Bde was to advance and secure the
“vieinity of the crossing of the obstacle belt SOUTH of
BREBEREN 7771. The sequence of operations was then as
follows ;= o
(1) 130 Inf Bde = ~ %  HART
(11) 129 Inf Bde = JUG T
(i4i) 130 Inf Bde - - JUG IT
| (iv) 214 Inf Bde I KETTIE
© b3 There were certain factors which affected and limited the plan,

slowed it up somewhat and made necessary the rigid adherenceto a time
table of phases.  These were := ﬁ '

(a) The availability of 12 Corps Arﬁy‘@foup which wag used also to
support 7 Armd Div. and 52(L) Inf Div.

vio (D) Tpe mainténancé



(b) The meintenance of the attack as near as possible in line
with 52(L) Iaf Div on the LEFT so that neither div got

too far in front of the other so making a salient
inviting easy counter attack.

(c) The aveilability of one sqn only of 1 Cdn AFC Regt.
. This sqn was allotted to each Bde Group in turn; the
maintenance of vehicles and rest of crews were
" dmportant considerations.

() The movement of arty as each objective in turn was
secured. Co :

(e) The early opening and constant pOllCan of roads to
ensure a steady flow of trafflc for all purposeo.

ADMINISTRATION

She . The Div. Adﬁlﬂlotratlve plan is of interest for ﬂne
Iollow1nd reasons -

(a) It was intended to use Compo and,normal rations only,
though a reserve of 2L4~hour Ratlon Packs was held
for use in an emergency.

(b) WEASBIS:-were allotted to bdes and used for the evacuation
of cas ualtleu. , o PO

(c): hecovery in the early stages was confined to road
" clearance only. Tt wes egsential this order be strictly
obeyed so that the limited rohds could be kept open and

clear. Vhenever large recovery vehicles disobeyed this =

order, 1arge congestions of vehicles on roads were the
result, : :

SEQUENCE OF OPERATIONS

PRE-PHASE HART ACTION : 20 Jan 453

55. . Tne advance to secure the vicinity of the orog31ng of the
obstacle belt SOUTH of BREBEREN 7771 by one bn group of 129 Inf Bde
comnenced at 0315 hours, No opposition was cncountered and the task
. force entered BREBEREN, made contact with clements of 52(L) Inf Div, and
took over tne‘v1llagc. _The Class LO Brl ge in the v1llage wag found to
be intact, ' — e :
During the advance towards BREBEREN, tnougn in view from
LANGBROICH 7970, 129 Inf Bde received no enemy fire from that direction.
As a recult, the bde ocounicd LANGBROICH without opposition.

A reconnaigsance in force towards SCHIERWAIDENRATH- 8170
by 129 Inf Bde found the enemy in ‘cccupation. '

PHASE HART ;s 21 Jan hﬁ

564 As a result of tho occupation of IANGBROICH by 129 Inf
Bde on 20,Jan, the first part of PHASE HART wasg completed for 130 Inf
Bde who took over LANGBROICH by 1200 hrs this day. :

During the night 20/21 Jan, snow fell, and froze, maklng
operations difficult, especially the movement of MT wnlch dlld and

skidded about the roads,
- 130 Inf Bde attacked SCHTERWAIDENRATH %t 0845 hours.,

The village was found to be empty, the enemy having withdrawn during
the night. 13 FW taken.

PHASE HART : 22 Jon 45

57. After a smokescreen had been put down SOUTH of LAFFEID
8272 and SCHEIFENDAHL 8371 to cover the attack from view to the NORTH,

+0s/130 Inf Bde
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130 Inf Bde commenced the attack on FUTT 8270 at 0700 hours. The attack
was slowed down Dy bad weather conditions which made difficult going for
vehicles and by extensive minefields, and booby traps which were
difficult to locate under the frozen snow, By 0900 hours FUTT was
. captured : - little opposition was encountered though 1 SP £ was
‘knocked out and 20 PW taken, v e
From FUTT, 129 Inf Bde commenced the attack on WAIDENRATH 8369.
Heavy arty and mortar concentrations preceded the attack with good
results, for the inf cncountered little opposition, capturing WALDENRATE
and 168 FW by 1200 hours. ,
. The total number of PW taken from PUTT and WAIDENRATH by 7 HAMPS
was 203. e _
During the day Typhoons attacked SCHLEIDEN 8572 and UETTERATH 8770.
The attack on SCHIEIDEN was very successful; a tremendous explosion
oceurred which caused the village to disintegrate, At UETTERATH, the
RAF met very strong light AA fire and lost three aircraft.

PHASE JUG I : . 23 Jan L5

58, 129 Inf Bdc commenced the attack on STRAETEN 8469 at 0856 hours.
The enemy put up little fight and by 1050 hours STRAETEN was captured
with over 200 PW. Enemy SP guns were active and knocked out three
Churchill tanks. ~

At 1300 hours, 129 Inf Bde commenced the attack on SCHEIFENDAHL
8371, A smokescreen was put down to the NORTH to cover the advance of
the inf in Kgngaroos, Many of the latter could not move on the icy
ground and the inf got out and advanced on foot. Iittle enemy opposition
was encountered though many mines and booby traps were found.
SCHEIFENDAHL was captured at 1430 hours and 200.-FW taken.

From SCHEIFENDANL, 129 Inf Bde attacked ERPEN 8471.  Again lithle
opposition was cncountercd though many P were taken, A counter attack
by inf on ERFEN was repulsed during the afternoon. ” ,

The many PV taken during the dey included an Inf Regt Commander nac
his staff, The PV were predominately inf and they gave themselves up
without much fight. They gave the impression of being stunned by the
terrific arty mortar and MG concentrations put down on them. They
stated that they were overwhelmed by our men aind material and considered
they had done their bit for the Fgtherland; some still congidered the
end would turn out in thelr favour.

PHASE JUG I : 2L Jan 45

59, For the completion of PHASE JUG I, this day, 129 Inf Bde had
additional tps under command :-

One sqn 1 Cdn AFC (Kangaroos)
One tp W DCNS (Flails)

+ The attack on SCHLEIDEN 8572 coﬁmenced at 1500 hours and the
attack on UETTERATH 8770 at 1600 hours.

and UETTERATH were captured and occupied, the latter without much
opposition.  BERG 8870, BAUMEN 8769 and BLAULSTEIN 8669 were also
occupied by 129 Inf Bde without opposition.

PHASE JUG IT and KETTIE : 25 Jan L5

60. It was obvicus fromthe actions in PHASE JUG I that the enemy wers
beginning to withdraw. In consequence, FHASE JUG IT (130 Inf Bde) and
KETTIE <214.Inf Bde) which were to have boen carried out in succession,
- were carried out concurrently. '

v 21l Inf Bde advanced and occupied KOGENBROICH 8967, HOVEN 8868,
KRAUDORF 8968 and NIRH 9068. 130 Inf Bde captured the area SCHAFIAUSLN
8673 - GREBBEN 8873 - DREMMEN 8872 -~ PORSEIEN 9072, and by 1800 hours;
carrier patrols of 7 HAMPS reported HORST 9071 and RANDERATH 9069 clear,

.../These latter
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These latter villages were subsequently taken over by 214 Inf Bde,
At the same time, 102 US Inf Div attacked against light
resistance on the RIGHT of 214 Inf Bde. LO5 RCT captured HONSDORF
9168 and HIMMERICH 9170, and contacted 214 Inf Bde at RANDERATH 9169.

'PHASES JUG II and KETTIE : 26 Jan 45

61. Moving up to the R ROER, 130 Inf Bde patrols encountered ‘
an enemy strong point at 892745.

214 Inf Bde having completed its part in the attack
began to move to SCHIMMERT 6558. :

This ended onamo_}i 'BIACKCOOK! for L3 Inf Div.
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DAR Ty

COMMENTS- AND POINTS OF INTEREST

GENERAL
62, Enem

The enemy fought well durlnd the garlier phases of this
operation and particularly so when the fresh reserves from Regt HUBNER,
brought SOUTH from the ROERMOND area, arrived on the scene. . He has
brought delaylng actions by small bodleo of inf backed by SP guns to a
fine art. During "BLACKCOCK", owing tc the rrreat difficulty experi=
enced. by our armour of mahoou.vrlnD off the roads or tracks, everything
was in his favour and he made full use of 1t. The wooded areas and
_the often surprisingly broken ground gave him the opportunities required.
Working over country which he knew thoroughly, and behind his own mines,
he used his SP guns boldly and to full advantage. o

63.  Weather

The whole operatlon took place in severe winter condltlons
This imposed considerable hardship on beoth men and machines.  The
hard frost did not entlrely remain tirroughout and there were falls of
snow, slight thawa and occasional fog to complicate operations,. The
roads generally rcmained icebound and the heavy tracked vehicles,
particularly Kangaroos, found movement difficult: . The road approaohes
to newly constructed bridges were always a problem and several bridges
became damaged or'blocked for shor+ periods as a result .of skidding
vehicles, Off the roads movement was - always a gamble. . There was a
thin frozen surface crust which collapsed, on account of the occasional
short thaws, under the welght of heawy vehi@lef and boggln" was: frequent.

Close support from the RAP could not be counted upon
although on good ”1y1ng days | many argeto Wwere »uccossfully engaged.,

It was anticipated that there mig' % be a large percentage
of exposure casualties amongst the troops: This fear, howcvor
proved groundless and thoir general health remained gcod throughout.
64.  Arty b“ L

The initial planning proved sound and coffective and the
géneral regrouping plan for cach phasc worked well,

The questicn of over-worked FOOs requires consideration,
During this opersfion, lasting eleven days, they were on almost constant
duty the whole time. Replacement or rcolief is almost impossible to
arrange, and although the individuals doncerned worked throughout with
pralscworthy enthusiasm 1t is questionable whether they could have
‘continued very much longer without definite deterioration in the
standard of their work. > :

65, Searchlights

\

These ﬂenerally did mood work and except when their effect
Cwas nullified by fog, were a valuable aOSLthpee to bridge constructlon,’
" maintenance and for fighting during the hours of darkness, It is
essential that all lights have Jiblr ot communications and not have to
rely on the nearest gummer biy. ~In one instance a Searchlight tp was
placed close to a bty for commanLcuLHon purposes and casualtles were
received by the 11Wh+ personnel duc to enemy counter bty fire although

../they themselves
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they themselves had not used thelr llght The revorse mlght well occur,
but in any event it is essential that lights should be 1nstantly control-
lable on demand and any time lag due to lack of communications is to be
deprecated. :

66, Air

(a) Support was much hampered by weather conditions but on clear
days excellent results were obtalnod Instances are as
follows i~ - '

22 Jan

168 sorties flown by Typhoons at eight targets with
1000 1b and 500 1b bombs; also armed recces , and
one target engaged by medium bombers on this day,

23 Jan

80 sorties flown by Typhoons at nine targets includ-
ing the HR-of 176 Div; also 62 sortics by medium
bombers on two targets. On this day RAF expressed
gratitude to our Arty who laid "ApPlGﬁPlG" on one
targct . _

. ! ] .

(b) It is to be remcmbered that targets within the Bonbline
can be sometimes engaged provided preclse arrangements
can be made to ldentify the target by the use of »
coloured smoke, etc. . -

e
(e) There were instances of unsultablo targcts bCln” demanded,
" e.g, "one tank in wood Ciheagaee
On the other hand consideration of prioritiés,vnumber of
sorties already flown, timec of day, ctc, may prohibit the
acceptance of what is apparcntly a mout desirable farget.

(a) In view of\the'enomy'practioo of evicting civilians from
the cellars in non-German towns and villages, the possib-
1lity of killing numbers of civilians must bc weighed
against the mllltary importance of the target.

As a result of the air attacks on the non-German village
of MONTFCRT, enemy mortwr fire was silenced and this road
centre was conplctely'blocked This had been vitally
important to the enemy as it enabled him to switch his

SP guns to threatened points such as ST ,JOOST and LINNE,

It is rellably reporte& however, that clv111an casualties
were high,

67, Specialised Armd-Eqpipment ‘

(a)t‘}Flails

When used under snow conditions Flails cannot be considered
100% efficient, Tnevitably casualties to followlng vehicles
will ocecur and the fact must be accepted.  When the ground
is ice-bound, or otherwise very hard, considerable damage to
“bob weights is bound to taéke place. In spite of these two
factors the Flails proved invaluable during the operations
and were widely uscd, It is not porhaps fully realised by
the Inf how much the heavy fire power of the Flall can assist
them into their objective after the business of Flailing is
completed, This aspect requires carc¢ful preparations and

.../liaison before
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liaison before the- operation starts.

Such use of Flail tanks will prove invaluable on occasions,
Care must be taken, however, not to keep such.tanks over-
long on tasks of thls nature and any attempt to:employ=
this specilaliged equipment 1n a purely 1nf-cum~tank role
is to be dlscouragcd
(b) It was found during this operation that when Flails operate
o over frozen ground the weight of the tank track will so
damage 'S' mines and Schu mines as to neutralize them.
If the iInf walk in the tank tracks, which arc easy %o
follow_ over frosty ground or. ground lightly covered Wlth
sndw, thby'Wlll get. through- Wlthout casualties. :

(¢) Crocodiles - ’
During this operation Crocodiles were in general, used as '
they should be and not in small packets,  There was still
a tendency for insufficient tying up between them and Inf
and supporting tanks, It may well take three.or more hours
to arrange this satisfactorily but in the end it will be
found. . time well spent. It is essential that a carefully
prepared systom of signals is arranged so that the Inf can
let the Crocodiles know when to move on to flame the noxt

house, group of houses, pill box, or otker point of

'reSi%tanco - It is also osuentlal to have a close tiec up
between the Crocodile | which is very vulnerable and the .
supporting tanks upon'whloh it relies for its proteotlon.
Inf must learn to follow up the jet of flame immediately
There arc still many who are frlghtoned to walk or run
through flame on the ground.

(d)  AVSRE

Little comment is necessary. They prove& invaluablec in
the carly stages of operatlons and mencrally proved most
successful. .

(e) Kangaroos

. Proved most useful but it is essential to guard against
over working both crews and machines, = To put tps into
Kangaroos when it is safe. to use T(Vs or for the men to
march 18 an incorrect use of the wvehicle,. To hold
Kangaroos forward after the completion of the task, with

- the idea thau another task may materlallze is uneoonomlcai

In thls operation, tne command. of ' columhs which 1ncluded ‘
Kangoroos, rested with either the Inf or Tank Commander, and,
“thanks to careful preliminary planning, this arrangement I
.worked. well, _ :
68. ~ Weasels /
~ The Divs hcld these concentrated in a pool to be used as
and when required and the vehicles were not issued out to lower formations
1ndlscr1m1nately They proved a valuable source * of transport reserve,
~and, in particular, exccllent for the evacuation of casualties, '
Drivers were prov1ded by Inf bns and there is no doubt that this ad hoc
arrangement discounts the full capabllltlos of these vehicles, In any
cgse, drivers requirc some days' special training,

69.. Traffic Control

All Divs appre01aued the traffic problems 1lkely to

.../ﬁredomlnate un&er
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predominate under the prevailing weather conditions, and all set up
special ad hoc organisations®to meet these dlfflcultles These
varlous arrangements worked extrcmely‘well

If the man power situation allowed, it would obv1ously
be very desirable to increase the establlshmunt of Provost so that a
-greater allocation to Bdes could be made. In the present circum-
stances, it is considered, however that such an increasc camnot be
Justlfled ' -

[ 3

70. Admlnlstraxlon

The operation offercd no partlcular admlnlstratlon .
difficulties, One point of interest is worth noting with regard to
8 Armd Bde's plan for task BEAR, It was appreciated that 1i¢tle was,
or could be, known of the routes to be used for the -Bastward whedl
away from the main SITTARD - SCHILBERG road. In order to cater for
any unforeseen blockage on these routes which might have the effect
of isolating supply echelons, each of both the main striking force
colums had two identical A1 Supply echelons organised, Should one
become involved and not therefore reach its forward tps, then the
second could be dgspatched on an alternative open route. N

TACTICS

7. (a) Operatlon BLACKCOGK was a laroo scale methodical mopping
) ~up operation, It was not: planned to make. any deep thrust .
into the enemy defences or to capture large numbers of P,
It prooeeded from stage to stage almost entlrely as
planned and was succcssfully oomplcted with minimum
,casualtles : ,

(b)  The operation proved clearly than an Armd Div can operate
- successfully under conditions of climate and terrain such
a8 those experienced in BLACKCOCK. It does, however, mean .
that Bdes must regroup very quickly and that both Bde Hep must
be organisdéd and trained to command both armour and 1nf \
the exact proportions varying with each phasc of operatlons.
It is also necessary for all armour and inf units of an,

armd div to be trained ‘to work with each. other.” Only in
this way can the momcntum of the battle be kept up ‘success=—
‘fully.

(c) " This operatlon showed-clearly that the Germans intend fo
fight delaying actions in all small towns and V111aﬁes
whlch are sultable, An armd div needs to pay as much
attention to this type of fighting as does an.inf div,
Such centres' of resistance can sometimes be by-passed,
but they will eventually have to be cleared., To. clear
them quickly and cconomically requires a carcfully worked
out battle drill, There must be the closest co—operatlon
and an adequate system of communication between ‘the inf,
tanks: and Crocodiles employed on such a task.

MESCELLANEOUS

72, 743 Tnf Div reported that the 38 wireless set, as an Inf
and tank co-operation link, was not entirely satisfactory. -



| | APPENDIX 1
EXTRALCTS FROM 12 CORPS OP INSTR NO 26 41 Jan L5

pat
2. Qwm Ips:
(a) The following tps ere likely to be available for this op:-

7 armd Div

43 Div

52 (L) Div

6 Gds Tk Bae

8 4rmd Bde |
Supporting Arty (incl 3 and 9 AGSRA)
‘Supporting units from 79 Armd Div o

(b) .8 Corps are co-operating by, deploy:ing" guns in area MAESEYCK
6379 to sp attacks of 7 Armd Div and arc op against

© STEVENSWERRD Island 6783,
(c) XIII US Corps are co-operating by providing arty sp bh,.-fthe RIGHT

of the Corps front and by capturing the spur NE of RANDERATH

9069, . whis latter op is being carried out after Phase JUG,

ITENTION

3. 12 Qorps will clear the encmy out of the area bounded by the Rivers
ROER 818L, WURM 8562, our present fwd localities and R MAAS 6167,

TASKS OF FMNS

C

4. (a) PHASE ANCEL: 7 Armd Div will scize arca ICHT 6980 - SCHIIBERG
7079 and est a Cl 40 route thence from SITTARD 6868. . '

(b) PHASE BRR: 7 arm@ Div will scize arda WALOFEUCH! 7775 ~ BOCKET
787k - KONINGSBOSCH 757k - -

(c) PHSE CROWN: 52 (L) Div will scize arca BREBEREN 7771 =
STETETEN 7571 ~ HONGEN 7370 and arca SCHALBRUCH 7173 - HAVERT
7172 - ISENBRUCH 6972. |

(4) PHASE DOLPHIN: 7 drnd Div will seize area MONTFORT 7482 =
LINNE: 7485, - ‘

(e) PHASE E4GLE: 52 (L) Div will seize arca HIARIN 7977 =
BRAUNSRATH 817.4., ,

(f) PHUASE FLEECE: 52 (L) Div will scize areo KARKEN 8379 - KEMPEN
8578 = I INGBERG 8575 - KIRCHHOVEN 8376.

(g) EHASE GIOBE: 7 Armd Div wrj_J‘.«,l seize ares FOSTERHOLT 8181 -
ST ODIL:..NBERG 780k, - g i , . ‘

(h) PIASE Hf*’g} L3 Div will seize area HARZELT 7970 - LANGBROLCH
=570 = £ BIERJALDENRATE 8170 - PUTT 8270 - WALDENRATH 8369 -
STRABTEN! 8469.- : - ,

PRV

(3) PHASE JUd: 43 Div will seize arca SCHAFHAUSEN 867k - DREMMEN
8872 - ULITERATH 8770 - ERPEN 8471, _ :

(k) PHASE KRTTLE: = 43 Div will co-operate with XIII US Corps in
Fheir conture of the RANDERATH spur, 'Details will be arranged
direct 7ith 102 US Inf Div,’ : '

a OA/BDYS



BDYS

5. See Appx Al attached,
GROUPING

6. See Appx 'B! attached, -
LIMINGS

7« (a) Phasc ANGEL will start at last light on D Day and should be
completed by 1600 hrs on D + 1.
Oh completion 7 Armd Div will NOT adv with main bodies to
ares MONTFORT - LINNE, without orders from 12 Corps,

(b) Phase BEAR will start immediately Phase ANGEL is completed
and will contimue throughout the hrs of light and darkness
until its obJectives are secured, Mov Light will be used
at night. o

(c). Phase CROWN will be scheduled to start at first Llight on
- D+ 2, The best conditions for this attack are that tps

of 7 Armd Div should be on or approaching their final ob-
jectives in Phase BEA4R, arrangements will be mede by 52
(L) Div, so that it can be postponed for a few hrs if there
has becn gome delay din Phase BEAR,
If', however, there secms little chance of full success e
Phases KNGﬁL and BEAR Phase CROWN will take-place at a time
to be decided in accordance with the development of the
51tuatlon. ~ e

(4) Tlmlngs af'ter the completion of Phase CROWN depend on thc
development of the situation, but time must be allowed for
-, guns to move fwd before Phase EAGLE can start, The esti-
mated earliest time for this dis on the morning of D + 3

(e) Phase DOLPHIN may quite p0951bly take place on the same day.
' tf) The most probable subsequeno coursc of events. m1ll be.tgﬁ
(1) Phase HART immediately af ter Phase EACIE,
(11 Phases FLEECE and GLOBE probably concurrently after
Phase HART, : :
(iii) Phase JUG immediately after Phase FIEBGL

ERLLIWEL&%’ MEASURES BEFORE D DAY

8. Rellefs

(a) #3 Div will relleve 52 (L) Div in the llne as ordered
‘separately.  The six fwd bns will be relieved on night
11/12 Jan and the three res bns on 12 Jan, - :

. Comd.w1ll pass at 1210004,

.(b)” 52 (L) Div will relieve Eastern Sector of 7 Armd Div on 12
Jan as ordercd separ%toly. Gomd will paus when relief is
complecte,

9.  Capturc of BAKENHOVEN 6676

7 Armd Div will seizc BAKENHOVEN as a preliminary op., This will
take place on night D minus 3/D minus 2. ‘

+++10,/Specialised



10.

11,

-3

Specialised Trg for Aslt Crossings by night

7 Armd Div will carry this out betweeh 12 Jan and D Day.

Ré-deploymenﬁ of' (Quns

- Any re-deployment of guns which is not involved in inter-fmn reliefs

Wwill be delayed as long as possible so as not to interfere with these
relief's or preJudlce surprise,

12,

Release of Rd-Unlts

e Tn order that all Corps Tps Fa Coys can be used to reinforce Div

Enors for the many RE tasks involved, 280 Fd Coy RE will hand over res-
‘ pon51b111ty for the maint of BORGHAREN Br to Army RE on mornlng of D

minus 2,
13. Conferences

RA

.,

The Comd will hola the following conferences;-

(a) With GoC 7 Arma Div at IQ that fmn at 1215004,

(b) with GoC 52 (L) Div at HQ that fmn at 1315004, -

(¢) With QOC 43 Div at HQ that fan at 1410004,

(d) Pinal Coord Conferenoe at Main HQ 12 Corps'at’i41560i.‘
CGRA and GSO 1 12 Corps will attend (a), (b) and (c).

CsR4, GS0s 1 and Comd 8 Armd Bue may attend (d) at
discretion fmn Comds,

(a) The Various phases of thgnopvwill be Supéorted by all guns in
~ the Corps Arty which can be brought to bear under comd CCRA. -

“(b)b The weight of arty available for each phase is as foilows:-

(1) o .
oo HASE ANGEL:  Five f'd rerts three med regts, one bty 155 Ty

" Ehree btys 7.2" how, one hﬁu regt and two btys HAA,

(i1)
PHASE BE4AR: Six fd regts, r med reots, one bty 155 mm, one
bty 7.2" how and two btys Ihub

(ii1) ‘ ‘
PHASE CROWN: Six fd regts, “six med regts, two btys 7.2" how,
four btys HiL and one mtn regt,

(iv) ’ : :
PHASE DOLPHIN: Six fd regts, four med regts, one hy regt and
~ one Hiu regt, ' ' .

(v |
PHASE BAGLE: Six fd regts, one mtn regt, four med reghs, two
btys 7.2" how and two btys HAL.

(vi) ‘ S
PH.SE FLEECE: Bight fd regts, one mtn regt, six med regts,
two btys 7.2" how and two btys Hid.

<o o (vii)/EHASE
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(vii) o '
PHASE GLOBE: Six f£d regts, six med regts, two btys 7.2" how,
one i regt and two btys HAA,

(viii) L o
PHASE HART: Six fd regts, six med regts, two btys 7.2" how
exid two btys. Hda, S ' ’

(ix) | v | o
PHASE JUG:  Six fd regts, five med regts, two btys 7.2% how
and two bitys Hi4,

In addition, US arty are carrylné out CB on front 43 Div and
harassing brs over R ROER and, approaches xrom the EAST

(¢) Each div has its own div arty, its CS med regt and one other
med regt at priority call throughout the op, for DF, '

() One bty mattress is aveilable for the b and will remain
under comd CCRA for sp of fmns, :

(e) 6 Fd Regt will now also be ava11ablé'fdr the op and is placed
: under comd 7 Armd Div until oompletlon Phase DOIEHIN when it
passes to under comd L3 DIv.'

15 & tk tk

The 17-pr towed A tk btys of 86 A tk Regt will remain: 1n1t1ally in
sp of 43 DlV and 52 (L) DIV to hclp 1n the dcf of the flrm base,

AIR SP

16, Owing to weather conditions no reliability will be placed on the
'&V&llablllty of air Spe :

If condltlons allow 83 Gp to 0perate, opportunlty targets Wlll be
-called for 1n the normal way while other ‘tasks will be selected by the
Corps Comd, Suggestions for these, latter tasks may be forwarded by
frmn comds at any time, :

MiGs A;ND MORTARS |

17. Additional sp of MMGs and mortars vaen by‘fmns 0 each other will
- be arranged. mutually.‘

RE

———

18, ReSpon81blllty for establlshlng and malntalnlng Gorps ¢l 40 routes
fwd is as follows:=- S : :

(a) By 52 (L) Div | S

Excl TUDDERN (X-rds 714699) = HONGEN=7370 =~ SAEE‘FBIJEZI\I 7571 -
BRAU'NSRATH 8174,

(p) By 7 Armd Div

(i  STTTARD - ROERMOND
(i1) ECHT 6979 - BOCKET 787k

(¢) By C Tps RE
. SITTARD - TUDDERN (incl X-rds\714699)

e (a)/By



(4) By 43 Div |
STLHE 8066 - BIRGDEN 8168 - WAIDENRATH 8369'~ DREMMEN 8872.

19. For allocation of additional Ru resources to fmns see Appx 'B'
(GROUPING) . , "

194, TRAEFIC CQNLROL

Trafflc control on BERG-Br 6169 and the approachcs to it passes to
7 Armd Divi-at 0001 hrs 16 Jan reverting to 12 Corps at ‘0001 hrs 19 Jan,

DECEPTION

20, It is vital that the cnemy should not discover our intentions, The
cover plan, Which will be widely disseminated, is that the wintry weather
has forced us to put 43 Div into the line %o rcduce the sectors of other
fmns and s0 m:':> more frequent relief 90831ble.. ’ '

Chomidoone

21, Briefing - especially infm re D Day and H Hrs - Wlll be carrlea out
ag late asg possible, = This applles particularly to tpu in rear areas,
Corps tps and reinforcing unlts ,

R& ord rs ad task tables will. not dxvulge D Day or H Hrs Whlch Wlll 3
be communicated: uenaratcly. : '

ALlL ranks will again be warned of the. danger of discussing these'
matters among themselves or w1th 01vs.

22, Should“the enemy discover later that we are about to attack the '
basisg of all!deception resources, ‘whlcn‘w;ll be initiated by 12 Corps
will be to make the enemy belieVe that we intend to attack from the
GEILENKIRCHEN area direct on HEINSBERG and DREMMEN,

23, D Day will be communicated separately,

ANTERCOMYT

24, (a) Main HQ 12 Corps remains present location, moving later to
C BITTARD,

(b) Rear HQ 12 Corps remains present location,
(¢) HQ 43 Div: BRUNSSUM 7662,
(d) 'HQ 52'(L) Div: NUTH 6959, moving later to SITTARD,

(e) HQ 7 f"md”Div: LIMBRICHT 6669, thence via main rd SITTURD -
ROEE 1D, _ S

26, WﬁfeleSeriWence‘ .

Wef 1210007 43 Div- Wlll breaL w1reless silence and then minimize
a8 much as posw p*e. ' : : ‘

APPENDIX ' A

BOUNDARIES

1.  RIGHT begween XIII US Corps and 12 Brit Corps

All excl 12 Brit’ Corps X-rds 576535 - ROTHEM 5955 - all incl 12 _
Brit Corps MEERSEN 6035 - GR HAESDAL 6456 - AALBEEK 6757 - NUTH 6959 - -
excl 12 Brit Corps NUINHOR 7059 - all incl 12 Brit Corps TERS CHUREN

ve /7159
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7159 - HOENSBROEK ‘7259 - BEFRRSDAL 7557 - all excl 12 Brit Corps HEERLEN .
7656 - track junc 787579 - rd Junc 792582 - X-rds 794582 - rd at 810590

- rd .a‘b‘8111-592 - X~rds 819599 - X-rds 823605 = X-tracks 826610 - incl

12 Brit Corps SIEPENBUSCH 8361 -~ all excl 12 Brit Corps rd jJunc 842618

- rd at 852625 - rd to 855631 - X-rds 858639 - rd to X-rds 865646 - X-rds.
SZ{.;_??;. - thence line of R WURM to 917723 - thence due NORTH to Xerds

2, Between RIGHT 43 Div and LEFT 52 (L) Div

‘ Excl 43 Div SUSTERSE‘ELI@? - all incl L3 Div X-tracks 757696 -
: BREBER.'EIL\T 7771 « NACHBARHEID 778719 - X-rds 806723 - all excl L3 Div
X-rds 821726 - rd junc 840731 - X-rds 868747 - rd Junc 904766. -

3, Between RIGHT 52 (L) Div and IEFT 7 jrmd Div

All incl 7 Armd Div GELEEN 6765 - OPHOVEN 6867 - all excl 7 Armd
Div rd junc 692678 ~ rd junc 696686 - incl 7 Armd Div OVERHOVEN 6969 - -
all efcl 7 Armd Div MILLEN 6971 - ISENBRUCH 6973 - SCHALBRUCH 7173 =
. rd to X-xds 736777 - rd to X-tracks 767788 ~ all incl 7 irmd Div C
 ANNENDAAL 8080 & X-rds 821808, e

Y, IEPT between 12 Brit Corps and 8 Brit Corps - .

11 inol 8 Brit Corps MEEUWEN 4480 - NEERGLABEEK 5178 - OPOETEREN
5476 - bend in rd at 571780 - NEEROETEREN 5778 - MAESEYCK 6379.

5. . 43 Div will grant 52 (L) Div running rights on the rd AMSTENRADE
7361 ~ SCHINVELD 766k ~ GANGELT 7767.

APPENDIX !'B!

GROUPING
(a) 7 _dwrrd Div

8 Armd Bde less one regt and one coy 12 KRRC

One inf bde 52 (L) Div

147 Bd Regt

Two pls C Tps RE and two Churchill Br Layers (1)
‘One aslt sgn RE less one tp and incl one aslt brs

One SP bty 86 A tk Regt _

One sqn less one tp FLAILS (LOTHIAN & BORDER YEO)

One tel ; : D

Regt KANGAROOS (i1) (1 ¢dn Armd Persommel Carrier Regt)
6 Fd Regt until, .completion Phase DOLPHIN h

One Sqn FLAILS " (iii) (IOTHIAN & BORDER YEO)

One tp AVRE incl three aslt brs (42 Aslt Regt RE)
One sgn CROCODILES (141 RAC) ST
One fd coy C Tps RE
One tp 3h4 SL Bty
YA Bt 653 Adr OP Sqn
. One det 100 Radar Bty
Two tels

(b). 52 (L) Div

8 4rmd Bde less one regt and one coy 12 KRRC
One inf bde 52 (L) Div .

147 Fd Regt | |
Two pls C Tps RE o (iv)
One aslt sgn BT less one tp and incl one aslt brs

One SP bty 86 Atk Regt

Onc sgn less one tp FLIILS

One tecl ; :

veo/ONE
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One armd regt and one coy 12 KRRC (ex 8 Armd Bde)
One sqgn and one tp FLAILS

One sgn CROCODILES

One tp AVRE incl two aslt brs

'B' Flt 653 adr OP Sgn

One tp 34 SL bty

One det 100 Radar Bty

‘Two tcls

Mattress (six salvoes only)
One Churchill bridge layer (ex 6 Gds Tk Bde)

() 43 Div

(d)

6 Gds Tk Bde :

6 Fd Regt after completion of Phase DOLPHIN -
One sgn CROCODILES

One SP bty: 86 A tk Regt

'C' Plt 653 Air OP Sgn

One tp 344 8L Bty

One det 100 Radar Bty

Two tols

One -sgn FLAILS (B Sqn Westminster Dragoons)
One aslt sgn RE less two tps

Corps Res
Two centipedes

YAY Flt 652 Air OP 8qgn under CCR.L
One tp AVRE incl two aslt brs

NOTES :
(1)
(1)

(iii)

(iv)
(v)

(vi)

Until completion Phase BEAR when thesc pass to comd 52 (L) Div,

Passes to under comd 52 (L) Div on completion Phase BEAR, One
sqn will later be allotted to 43 Div for Phase HART, 52 (L) Div
retaining remaining sqn,

‘One tp will not be employed without ref to 12 Corps,

On completion Phase BEAR, .

43 Div will place one bn 6 Gds Tk Bde under comd XIII US Corps
for Phase KETTLE,

If possible 12 Corps will also meke one sqn CROCODILES and
one sqn FLALILS available for XIIL US Corps for this op.

411 the above are definitely allotted by Army and all should
arrive in time with po. sible exception of CROCODILES which
may not be able to get here by D Day.






. APPENDIX 2
Extracts from Ri 12 Corps Op Instr No, 38

Op ! BLLCKCOCK! 5 11 Jan 45
8.1, Additional arty under comd and in’ Sp
(a) Under comd
3 AGRA
13 Med Regt
59 Med Reg,’c _
59 Hy Regt less two btys 7.2" How
Two btys 165 HAL Regt
One. additional f1t Air OP
One RP Bty (Mattress)
6 Fd Regt.
(b) Insp |
8 Corps Arty Gp.
INTENTION
9. 12 Corps Arty will sp all phases of Op t BLACKCOCK! .
METHOD
10. GROUPING
See Appx 'A', 107 Med Gp ceases to exist and is replaced by 3 4CRA.
11, ALLOTMENT
See Appx 'B' for provisional allotment for planning.
MOVES
12, See appx.'C' and Trace 'C', (Diegram 2).
13, Prellrunary Moves
Arty under comd fmns and close sp med regts will move as requlred
by fmn comds on D minus 1, night D mims 1/D and D. a
Moves of arty of 3 and 9 JLG.LX.A will be cow-ord by ‘thS HQ and wmll
take place D minus 1, night D mimus 1/D and D,
TASKS
b, Tons will produce fire plans ancl traces for qa.strlbut:.on ‘bo all Sp
- arty down to tps.  RA 7 Armd Div will pass all fire plans for 8
Corps Arty Gp to- ths HQ for onward transmission to I‘IQRA ll Armd Div.
15, Comd 9 AGRL Wlll coord CB on the cqrps fronty: CBO will prepare (02}
programme to take place: bcf‘orc Phases”, LNGLL GROXf"N and HART, = The
CB programme prior %o cach of thesc, pha_ses W:Lll bc completed by H
minus 30 for the phase,
16, ».CBO will be prepared to order CB bombards throughout the op. .'
17, CBO Will liaise with CBO 8 Corps and CBO XIII US Corps Arty.
18, Under div arrangements, One det B Tp 100 Radar Bty under comd

each Ri 7 Armd Div, RA 43 Div, RA4 52 (L) Div.

One bty 7.2“ How 51 Hy Regt in sp 43 Div for OM,
' : o'-/SVY



19,

20,

21,

22,

23,

2k,
25,

26,

27,

Sy

Comd. 7 Svy Regt will coord svy on the corps fronmb, '
gzxs.det 7 8vy Regt in sp each RA 7 A-‘c‘md Div, RA 43 Div, RA 52 (L)
MET

Met 12 Corps will produce met infm eve“ryvf"our hi‘s.

Allotment éee Appx A

WO 17 pr towed btys will remaln in prcsent locations and in sp
L3 Div and 52 (L) Div for def of firm base and will be moved fwd

on orders CORA; -

comd 86 L tk Regt Wlll coortl 4 tk defs of final corps front on
final obgectlves. .

L

Div Lii Regts will be cieplbyed":as ordered by CsRA.

112 LAL Regt Tasks SITTARD
- ' IR AGRA Gun areas,

Comd 112 LAL Regt will coord A 1ayout of‘ corps ‘ares excl def of
brs over R MEUSE,

Comd 71 LAA Regt Gp is reSpons:Lble for def of brs over R MDUSE
from inel BERG to incl BORGIMF&.H\T

| i - GROUND ROLE -

28,

2.

P 50.

N

32 .

Two btys 165 Hid Regt will be deployed by comd 9 AGRA, one bty
under comd each 11 Med Regt anrl 67 Med Regt ;f'or ground ShOO'tan. ,

2000 rds amn with proximity f‘uze Wwill be allotted ‘o caoh Bty.

«:8pecial safety instrs for use of these fuzes will be issued

separately,
SL,s' ‘

Allotment see Appx 'A',

One tp SLe from RA 8 Corps: is bem deployedvin arca OPHOVEN for
" sp 7 4rmd Div, . . '

M&E"IRESS

1 Odn (RP) Unit will be deployed by CGRA for 8p fmns in burn,

. 8ix salvoes will be available for the whole op which w:.ll be

allotted %o fmns by the CGRA.

33

3

Amn allotment

- Sce A'p@x Dt for: allotment for plan’riing.

Frns will inform this HY as soon as possible
(2) Requirements of amn on ground in battle posns for sp opening

phases, R
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(b) Requirements of 25 pr Smoke.

INTERCOMN

Nets

(a) CCRAS Comd Net

RA 7 Armd Div
R4 L3 Div
RA 52 (L) Div

3 AGRA
9 AGRA

86 4 tk Regt
653% Air OP Sagn
7 8vy Regt

112 LA Regt

(b) CBOt's Net (12 Set)

CBO 8 Corps
CBO 12 Corps

(¢) Z Armd Div (12 Set Net)

Continuous watch at all times

As ordered by signals, 653 Adr OP
Sgn. will remain in continuous watch

wef 0800 hrs D day.

CCRA 12 Corps

Nets (b) and (c) to opén

1200 hrs D ~ 1,

RA 7 Armd Div (Control)

RA 11 Armd Diwv

(d) Shelrep Net

CBO will arrange shelrep net and pass infm of frequencies
and call signs to all fmns.

REPS

Reps will be provided as shown below and will Jjo

Joined by 1900 hrs D - 1.

in if not already

Fmn providing

AMlotted to

Remarks

RA 43 Div

Ri 52 (L) Div
R4 7 Armd Diwv

9 AGRA

3 AGRA

Close sp med Regts

8 Corps Arty Gp
(R4 11 Armd Div)

72 Med Regt

SL Tp (R4 8 Corps)

102 US Div Arty
XIIT US Corps Arty

RA 43 Div
Ri 11 Armd Diwv
RA b2 (L) Div

- XIII US Corps Arty

RA 7 Apmd Div
R4 43 Div
RA b2 (L) Div

Ri 7 Armd Div (3)
Ra 43 Div
RA 52 (L) Div

with frms they sp

as required by them

R4 7 Armd Div

OPs as required by

R, 7 drmd Div
Ri 7 Armcl Div

One for 147 Pd Regt
in sp 8 Armd Bde

v o0 37/4lLotment



37. Allotment of Tgt Nos

38 L]

R4 12 Corps
RA 7 Armd Div
RA 43 Div - -
Ri 52 (L) Div
CBO o

1000 - 1999
7000 - 7999
8000 - 8999
L4000 - L4999

Tnitial letters

c
T
z

147 Pd Regt is allotted the following sub allotment from -

Corps list 1900 ~ 1999

GUBLE

0

Linc diagram will be issued by 3 Coy 12 Corps Sigs.



1s

2,

Appx 'A!' to RA 12 Corps

Op Instr No 38.

ROUPING F ART"Y FQR OP ' HLACKCOCK!

Under op comd CCRA and grouped. under comd GSRA and Onder comd fmis
for mov ancl adm :

 RA_7 Armd Div

3 RHA

5 RHA

65 (NY) A Tk Regt
15 LAA Regt

AFLt 653 Air OP Sqn (W:Lth ander |

comd two secs A Flt 652

Air OP Sqn) '
One det B Tp 100 Radar Bty
One Tp 344 Indep SL Bty

9 _AGRA

11 Med Regt (in direct sp 43 Div)

9 Med Regt .
67 Med Regt (in direct sp 52 Div)
51 Hy Regt . - : .
3.Super Hy Regt

A FLt 658 Air OP Sqn

Two Btys 165 HAA Regh
(one under comdeach 11 and 67
Med Regts) :

5 AGRA

13 Med Regt
52 Med Rect

107 Med Regt . (in direct sp 7 Ammd Div)

Two btys 155 mm 59 Hy Regh

A FLt 652 Air OP Sqn less two secs

Under comd CCRA for all purposes:

RA 45 Div

6 Fd Regh

9L ¥4 Regt

112 ¥d Regt

179 Fd Regt

59 A Tk Regt

110 LAA Regt

One Tp 344 Indep SL Bty

One SP Bty 86 4 Tk Regt
(under comd 6 Gds Tk Bde)

. One det B Tp 100 Radar Bty
C FLt 653 Air OP Sqn

R4 52 (L) Div

79 Fd Regt -

80 Fd Regt

186 Fd Regt

1 Mtn Regt

5L A Tk Regt

108 LAA Regth

B RLlt 653 Air OP Sqgn |

One det B Tp 100 Radar Bty
One tp 344 Indep SL Bty
147 Pd Regt

- One SP Bty 86 A Tk Regh,

I

86 A Tk Regt less two SP Dbiys

112 LAA Regt

7 8vy Regt less one bty »
653 Air OP Sqn less three f1lts

CBO

34 Indep SL Bty less three tps
B Tp 100 Radar Bty less three dets

/3



5 Additional arty in sp 12 Corps. >
8 Corps Arty Gp grouped//under oomd CRA 11 Axmd Div
=
4 RHA
13 RHA

72 Med Regt (in direct sp 7 Aymd Div)
53 Hy Regt less two btys 7.2" How
- Two btys 7.2" How 59 Hy Regt
" 90 HAA Regh |
61 Med Regh
151 Fd Regh
One tp SLs -

- 106 AL Bde

71 LAA Regt ’

One bty 109 LAA Regt

2 LAA/SL Bty

157 AACR . a

165 HAA Regt less three biys



Appx 'B' to RA 12 CQorps
Op Instr No,38

ALLOTMENT OF ARTY IN SP FMNS

NOTES

1. PFmns will have arty as shown below at priority call throughout
the op for DF,

L

RA 7 Armd Div RA L3 Div

% RHA ' 9k Fd Regt
5 RHA - 112 Pd Regh
107 Med Regt 179 Pd Regt
13 Med Regt 9 Mcd Regh
72 Med Regh 11 Med Regt

147 Pd Regt for phases A and B

RA 52 (L} Div CBO

79 P4 Regt Two btys 155 mm - 51 Hy Regt

80 Fd Regt ‘ Two btys 155 mm ~ 59 Hy Regt

186 ®4d Regt : 3 Super Hy Regt _

4 Utn Regt Two bbys HAA (9 AGRA)

59 Med Regt Two btys 155 mm )

67 Med Regt 107 HAL Regh 8 iQrPS
' 61 Med Regt . Arty Gp

2. US.AJ:"by is supporting phases CROWN EAGLE FLEECE HART GLOBE and JUG
by CB and HF on the brs over the ROER and approaches from the EAST,

5. CBO 12 Corps will fire prearranged bombards before phases ANGEL GROWN
and HART to which all arty that can bear will be allotted,
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Appx 'C' to RA 12 Corps Op Instr No 38

See Diagram 2

INITTAL DEPLOYMENT AREAS AND MOVES

!A!

T

INTTIAL DEPLOYMENT AREAS - \

AREA

QUALIFICATION

NG AP R OO P W Sk 4 B

7 Armd Div arty
incl 147 Fd Regt
and 6 Fd Regh

L3 Div- arty
52 (L) Div arty
9 AGRA

9 Med Regt

Remainder no change

% AGRA
13 Med Regh

59 Med Regt
107 Med Regt

Two btys 155 mm
59 Hy Regt

B

arce BORN 6472
area STAHE 8066

arca JABEFK 7166

BAST of SCHINVELD

ares LLERICHT 6770

6966 - 7066

area T.IMBRICHT

6966 - 7066

el

‘Sp phase ANGEL

one regt sp phase BEAR

Must reach phases
CROWN and HART

BEAR ~ B2 and CROWN

BEAR - B2

ANGEL - BEAR #B2 -
CROWIY B

BEAR - B2 - oﬁgvm
As for 13 Med Regh:

A1l phases except g
HART end JUG -

'B' BETWEEN PHASES ANGET, - BUAR

MN

UNTT

AT T AT Uk RS S

TO .

TO COVER

&

‘ MOV.EID' BY

g AT

RA 7 Armd Div

RA 7 Armd Div

‘RA 7 Amd;Div.._

447 Fd Regt

One RHA regt K

BEAR and CROWN

RA 7 Armd Div

K | BEAR and CROWN
3 AGRA 407 Med Regt | K- | BEAR and CROWN | RA 7 Armd Div
‘C'  DURING PHASE BEAR - (2
FMY _UNIT 9 TO COVER  MOVED BY

8 Corps Arty Gpl 4 RHA v’ | DoLpHIN RA 11 Armd Div
13 RHA | N | DOLPHIN RA 11 Armd Div
Two bt;;fé . ‘ ) / \ ot
7.2 How N .DOLPHIN RA 11 Armd D’_LV‘
72 Med Regt | N | DOLPHIN and RA 11 Armd Div

'GLOBE

/ ‘D' AFTER




‘D' AFTER PHASE CROWN AND BRFQRE DQLEHIN - BAGLE

FMN . UNIT O TO COVER " MOVED BY

RA 7 Armd Div] 3 and 5 RHA end € Pd Regt move as required by CRA 7 Amd
Div to sp DOLBHIN (6 F4 Regt NOT EAST of SOHILBERG)

52 (L) Div 147 Fd Regh 0 | DOLPHIN & EAGLE | RA 52 (L) Div
52 (L) Div 52 (L) Div arty| M | BAGLE o RA 52 (L) Div
9 AGRA 67 led Regt T | BAGLE FLEECE 52 (L) Div

HART JUG end if
possible GLOBE

9 AGRA 51 Hy Regh T " " CCRA
9 AGRA 3 Super Hy Regt| R " " CCRAE

'3 AGRA. 59 Wed Regh R | BAGLE snd HART CCRA

———- = PSP . AT 4 T P A N e UV ¥}

D2  APTER PHASE DOLFHIN AND BEFCRE HART ey

" RA L3 Div 6 Pd Regb 43 Div Arty srea HART  RA 43 Div

'E' ARTER PHASE FAGLE AND BEFORE HART

N - UNIT . 10 TO COVER MOVED BY .
3 LR | 43 Med Regt | q | DOLPHIN FLEECE | OGRA
GLOBE
3 AGRA 107 Med Regt Q " " RA 7 Armd Div
RA 7 Apmd Div| 3 and 5 RHA movdd by CRA 7 Armd Div ap required to sp
’ GLOEE, : ’ .
Rb 52 (L) Div] 147 Fd Regt P | DOLPHIN FLEECE | RA 52 (L) Div
‘ GLOEBE o
B! ARTER HART AND BEFQRE FLEECE )
TN UNIT 70 TQ 'COVER MOVED: BY
i RA 43 Div Div arty W | JUG end FLEECE | RA 43 Div
RA 52 (L) Div} Div arty s " L RA 52 (L) Div
9 AGRA 9 AGRA M | JUG FLEECE CCRA
R ' GLOEBE 'Close sp regls
_ by fmns '
3 AGRA 59 Hy Regt less| Q | JUG FLEECE OCRA
B two btys GLOEE HART

-'G'  AFTER FLEECT AND BERORE JUG

(2) : VI‘cj ‘may e necessary to superimpose one regh from each 7 Armd
Div end 52 (L) Div on 43 Div area :

{b) ' It may be nccessary to move two med reghs 3 AGRA to area
KREUZRATH 8068.



14 Jan L5

- Appx 'D! to RA 12 Corps Op

Tnstr 1o 30

RA 7 Armd Div for phases ANGEL, BEAR DOLPHIN GIOBE

BIA

Type Basic allotment of regts at Total rds available
25 pr Three Regts RA 8 Corps 400 rpg 28,800
25 pr Three Regts RA 12 Corps 600 rpg - 43,200
5,5 med Two Regts RA 8 Corps 200 rpg 6,400
5.5 med Three Regbs RA .12 Corps 250 rpg 12,000
7.2 how Two btys RA 8 Corps 100 rpg 800
7.2 how Two btys. RA 12 Corps 100 rpg 800
155 mm  Two btys RA 8 Corps 30 rpg 240
155 mm  Two btys RA 12 Corps - 30 1pg 240
HAA One. Regt TIA 8 Corps 300 rpg 7,200
HAA Three tps RA 12 Corps 200 rpg 2,400
25 pr . .
smk 7 Armd Div Arty 5,000
/
Ra 52 (L) Div for phases CROWN BAGIE FIEECE
: } !
25 pr Six kzgts 800 rpg. 115,200
5.5 med Six R:@gts 200 rpg 19,200
7.2 how One bty 50 rpg 200
HAA Two btys 350 rpg 5,600 (incl 2,000
- rds VI amn)
Mtn One Regt 300 rpg 7,200 -
25 pr :
smk 52 (L) Div Arty - 5,000
RA 43 Div for phases IHART and JUG
25 pr Six Regts 800 rpg 115,200
5.5 med Six Regts 200 rpg 19,200
7.2 how One bty 50 rpg 200
HAA Two btys 350 rpg - 5,600 (inecl 2000
rds VT amn)
25 pr . . ’
smk: L3 Div Arty 10,000
CBO for whole op
5.5 med Two Regts RA 8 Corps 100 ©pg 3,200
5.5 med 8ix Regts RA 12 Corps 100 rpg 9,600
7.2 how Two btys RA 8 Corps 100 rpg 800
7.2 how Two btys RA 12 Corps 50 rpg 400
155 gun Two blys RA 8 Corps 50 rpg 400
155 gun TFour ©btys RBA 12 Corps 50 rpg 800
Super / o ‘
Ty 3 Super HY Regt 80 rpg 480 (all natures)
HAA One Regt RA 8 Corps 80 rpg 1,920
HAA Five Tps RA 12 Corps 80 rpg 1,600
ACK






- APFENDIX 5.
OP_"BLACKCOCK"

EXTRACTS FROM 7 ARD DIV OP ORDER

’

b  Additional Tps -

The following additional tps come under oémd.7 Armd Div for the op.
8 Armd Bde less SRY_and one coy‘12‘KRR3 )
One Bde 52 (L) Div o
147 TA Regt

. Two Pls Corps Tps RE

) / o To pass to ,
222 Assault Sgn RE 1eTs one tp, and incl comd 52 (L) Div
two agsault| or& \ on completion

¢ . - of Phase BEAR.
One SP Bty 86 A tk Regt L

One Sqn IOTHIANS less one tp
One TCL

One Regt KANGAROOS less two tps )

.One Sgn IOTHTANS less one tp

One tp 222 Assault Son RE incl two Assault brs
One Sgn CROCODILES

CTwo tps KANGAROOS
- 280 T'd céy P\L

One tp 344 SL Bty

TAM Flight 653 AOP Sqn

One det 100 RADAR Bty

Two TCLs -

6 Fd Regt —~ on completion phase DOLPHIN passes to under
comd 43 Div. S

INTENTION
5. 7 Armd Div will

(a) Selze and ebtabllsn firm base area ECHT 6980 - SCHILBERG
7079 and open up as quickly as possible class LO route
SITTARD - SCHILBERG - Codeword ANGEL.

(b) Seize area WALDFEUCHT 7775 ~ BOCKET 7874 ~ KONINGSBOSCH -
757k - Codeword BEAR. '

(c) Betablish firm base in area MONTFORT - Codeword DOLPHIN.

(d) Subsequently to destroy all enemy in area POSTERHOLT 8181 -
ST ODILIENEERG 7884 - LINNE 7485 - MAASBRACHT 7085 -
Codeword GLOBE.

v o «/METHOD



METLOD

6. Grouping
22 Armd Bde 131 Bde ' 8 Armd Bde

5 DG 1/5 QUEENS L/7 DG

8 H 2 DEVON 13/18 H .

5 R TANKS 9 DLI 12 KRRC less one coy

1 BB -1 R TANKS One Bde 52 (L) Div

260 Bty NY Sgn less one tp 147 Fd Regt

- IOTHTANS Two pls Corps Tps RE ‘
One Sgn CROCODILES 222 Assault Sgn RE less one
258 Bty NY “tp and incl two Asslt Brs
Two tps KANGAROOS One SP Bty 86 A tk Regt
One TCILs One Sqn IOTHIANS less one tp
: “”‘One Regt KANGAROOS less two tps
One TCL

Note (1) One Armd Regh and one coy 1 BB from 22 Armd Bde
subsequently to revert to Div reserve - see para
9(a) belaw,

(2) One Bn-131 Bde on completion of ANGEL to pass to
comd 22 Apmd Bde - see para 9(c) below.

7+  Tosks - 131 Bde.

(2) To establish brhead across stream area 667764 and capture
. DIETEREN 6777 - Codeword ANGEL I,

(k) To seize and establish firm base area BCHT 6980 -.
: SCHILBERG 7079 - Codeword ANGEL IT.

(c) To clear SUSTEREN and assist RE to open class 40 route
SITTARD - SCHILEBERG -~ Codeword ANGEL IIT.

8, Tasks - 8 Armd Bde;

As soon ag class 40 route SITTARD - SCHILBERG has been opened
8 Armd Bde will be called fwd and will adv via SCHIIBERG to selze area
WALDFEUCHT - BOCKET 7874 - KONINGSBOSCH 757L -~ Codeword BEAR.

on completion of this phase 8 Armd Bde will pass to comd 52 (L)
Dive : ‘

9, Tasks - 22 Armd Bde.

(a) To maintain firm base area NIEUWSTADT 6872 ~ HOLTUM 6573 with
one Armd Regt and one coy 1 RB. This force will remain
under comd 22 Aymd Bde until commencement of DOLFPHIN.when it
will pass to under oomd Div.

(b) To cover bridging up to incl MILL 6737AD and if situation
favourable as far as incl br 67574).

“(c) With two Armd Regts, 17 RB less one coy, one bn 131 Bde, to pass
through 131 Bde to selze and secure firm base area MONTFORT 7482,
Codeword DOLFHIN, This phase will NOT commence until ordered
by this HQ, : '

(a) Subsequently (after regrouping if necessary) to destroy all
enemy in area POSTERHOLT 8181 « ST ODILIENBERG 7884 - LINNE
7485 - MALSBRACHT 7085 - Codeword GIOBE.

.. ./’lasks



10.

11,

12.

13,

Tl

Tagks - 11 H

11 H operating under comd Div will

() Maintain onc sgn in arca ROOSTEREN 6577 to prevent enemy
1nf11trablon between R MEUSE and JULIANA Canal,

(b). Less sqn in (a) abovc ‘adv to rocde follow1ng Tincs.
PUTBROLB 7780 - MONTFORT /#82 - IJNNL 7485

POSTERHOLT 8181 - 8T ODIIJENBERG 7804.

(o) intact to destroy br at ST ODILIENBERG. RE as requlroa
: Wi 11 be placea under comd 11 H for this phasc. E
. (a) Under ‘coud CRA dnd in sp of phases as debailed by CRA
5 RHA ' : ‘ .

147 P& Regt (for phase ANGEL and phase BEA? only)
B tp 344 SL Bty o
6 Pa Rogt (passes o 43 DlV on completlon phase

- DOLPHIN) . , :
. & . . v
(b) In res under comd CRA BRI :

NY less two Btys - S
15 LAA Regt S ,
Onc det B tp 100 RADAR By

wAaL Flt 653 .AOP oqn

(¢) In sp Elts of 3 AGRA, 9 AGRA, 8 Corps Arty Gp. (1nol 5Ls)
" will be in sp of phases ag dctalled by CRA. :

wm /

psa— B /

' (a) Por ANGEL - 621 Fd Sqn and twmi@is 280 Fd’Coy.iﬂ &p ﬂ}ﬂ‘BdeL

(b) For ANGEL, ~ 4 rd San, 280 Fd boy less two pls and tp 222 Asslt

Sgn RE incl two Asslt brs under comd CRE for opening
SITTARD - SCHILBERG Rd.

(c) For DOIPHIN - 4 Fd Sqn in sp 22 frmd Bde.

. . . ¢ - Vs
(d) CRE will be responsible for estoblishing and mointoining the
‘following routces -

(1) SITTARD - ROERMOND
(ii)  ECHT 6979 - BOCKET 787

D Day and H Hour

Will be notificd later.
Timings
‘ANGEL, - Start first hour D day.

BEAR ~ As soon as class L0 route SITTARD -~ SCHILBFRG has been
‘ ppened. Probable time 1600 hrs D plus 1. _

DOIPHIN ~ D plus 3. - ,
’ eoo/15. Preliminary



~

15. Preliminary op

131 Bde will capture BAKENHOVEN before Pirst light, 13 Jan. A1l
orders for this op have been issued separately.. :

16. Traffic

(2)
(k)

\TNTERCOMN

19. (a)
(b)
(e)
(a)
(e)

Mpaffic arrangements for whole op under Div control.
A conference will be held at this HQ 130900A.  Bdes, RA, RE, §
Sigs and A/Q will dttend bringing details of -moves, routes, etc
which will be required D day, D plus 1, D plus 2. It is
realised that these details cannot be completely firm at this

stage, but should be sufficiently firm to enable a traffic plan
to be worked out. : : :

Main div HQ moves to LIMBRICHT‘14 JAN,
Reéi HQ remains prgsent leation.

22 Armd Bde moves to OBB;CHT 12 JAN.
131 Bde moves to BORN 12 JAN.

8 Armd Bde moves to STITARD area 14 JAN,

20. - Wireless Silence.

(2)
(%)
(o)

Bde nets will minimise wntil H hr.,

Thereafter full wireless,

Afé§GCial Traff#le Control net will operate for the op = detalls
later. . .



16,

A

APPENDTX 4

52’g1§ Div 13 Jon b5
"BLAGkCOOK"k‘. o

xtraoto from fo:} IMSTR Nu*@“f_f

10, BE
‘\\v : . . . . .
. 52 (L) Dlv 1s rcspon31bla for est qnd malnt of Oorps cla L0
routes - . 0
cyol TUDDERN (x rds 714699) - HONGEN 7370 -
. SALFFEIEN 75771 = BRAUNSRATH 8174 " .
“rﬂmmme‘
13, 52 (1) Div will ;
'gaya open the rd SITTARD - HEINSMERG . ‘ {
b). . Clear:the enemy from the WEST bank of R ROER between incl
_ ' HEINSBERG and excl POSTERHOILT.
METHOD
M i o . PHASE CROWN‘ONE

(Capturu ‘of area: BREBEPEN - DALFFEIEN'~ HONGEN
and SCHALBRUGH 7173 .~ HAVERT 7172 - ISENBRUCH
6973 and open. rd TUDDPRN 7169 - HONGEN)

Tps Comd Brlg c N bAROLAY; Dso.,.

- Uhdcr gomd

() 5 HLI from 157 Inf Bde with under comd
Revert:Comd 157 Inf-

one sqgn SRY _V.  " ; Bde on oross1nﬂ rd
“one tp PTATLS: i SAEFFEIEN - HAVERT,'
‘ one tp CROCODILES

(b) 156 Inf Bde

one; sqn SRY

- In sp ‘
one sqn FLATLS
one sqn-less one tp CROCODILES
554 Fd Coy RE with under comd one tp 16 Aslt Sqn RL
and: two. aslt brs
A coy (L.2-in Mortars) 7 MANCH
one MHMG coy 7 NANCH ‘ .
D1v Res ’ ‘ ‘
*'-(a) 157 Inf Bde 1ass ‘one. bn R *‘Vl R |

“SRY less” two sqns
o Bhi ATk Regt RA- .
L . one MMG coy 7 MANCH
) s ione Pl he 2 in Wortars .7 MANCH

« (b)Y one coy 157 Bde. will a581st 4in’opening rd, TUDDERN ~ HONGEN

(c) ‘One bn 157'Bde‘W1lllbe.at;ono hrs notice to. wove: after capburce

HONGEN; = remainder at two hrs notice from same time

- '../17.
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18.

19,

20 .

21,

ObJeetlves

Pirst To secure a br hd about LIND 7272 = STEIN 7371 = HFIIDER
7471, with two brs across the stream about 727777 (Tcwer
br) and about 725718 (RICHMOND br),

Second  SCHALBRUCH 7173 - ISENBRUCH 7072 = HAVERT 7271 to clear
- ' the IEFT flank.

Third ‘HDNGEN - ﬁo Dpen rd SITTARD - SAEFEELEN

Fourth  SAEFFELEN ~ to open rd SAEFFEIEN - X rds 777728.

" Fifth  BEROICHOVEN 7671 - X rds 774707 ~ DBREBEREN - NAGHBARHEID 7772 -

to open rd KIEVELBERG - BREBEREN,
ﬁmngsf
(a) CROWN ONE is scheduled to start at 0630 hrs D plus 2

(b) The best conditions for this attack are that tps of 8 Armd Bde
are on or approaching thelr final objectives in PHASE BEAR.

(¢) In the event of there being some delay in PHASE BBAR, it may be
necessary to postpone the start of PHASE CROWN ONE by some hrs,
Postponement will be indicated by msg CROWN ONE back seone

hre all timings being taken from 0630- hrs D plus 2,

(d) If there is little ohance of full success in PHASES ANGRL and
BEAR, PHASE CROWN ONE will take place at a time to be decided in -
‘accordance with the development of the sibuation.

EE - Tasks of Div RE (1ess 554 Fd Coy RE)

~(a) Open the route TUDDERN SAEFFEIEN HEINSBERG . to Class 40

traffic.
(b) Sp 156 Bde Gp. .

Assembly
() All tps wnder comd and in sp 156 Inf Bde less

arty
MiGs and Nortars

5 HLI
FLAILS
CROCODILES

will move into 156 Inf Bde pregent area by 1100 hrs D plus 1,
)

(b) 156 Inf Bde and att tps will move from present locations to
assembly areas TUDDERN - EROEKSITTARD 7068 - KOLIBERG 6967 -
IEIJENBROEK 6866 - HILLENSBURG 7266 - GROOTDOENRADE 716L. -
OORSBEEK 7162 by 1800 hrs-D plus 1.

(¢} Routes = conc areas to assembly areas
AN

(i) From 156 Inf Bde area = NUTH 6959 - AMSTENRADE 7361,
(ii) From HOBBEIRADE 6662 (CROCODILLS) and GEIEEN (FLAILS)

' (FIRST)  HOBBEIRADE - rd Juno 645605 - KRUIS 647581 -
NUTH - AMSTENRADE., Timings as required by
156 Bde. .

o e o/ (SECOND) ..



A‘_.‘ LT T

22,

23.

: 2,

254

A

27

28.

29,

X j-

$o

(SECOND) GEIEEN - rd junc 677674 - IELJENEROEK 6366, Tatl
: be olear of rd UJ.DQ 677671;. by 1114.5 hrs.

(d) Tp—c:arr'y:mg *tpt w:Lll bc, prov:Lded o’ 111‘"6 :Lnf bno Irom cone
area 1:0 asuembly areas. D o

Div Res

(a) SRY less two sqns will move to area WEHR 7267 by 1800 hrs D
plus 1. Rou’ce =~ AMSTENRADE. - X rds 713641;_ -~ WEHR,

(b) 54 A Tk Regt RA will rewain present locations ready %o move
tne bty at a time starfting with btys out of the line.

" PHASE CROWN TWO

D (e, , R
(Move of 52 Recce Regt and 7 MANCH less one coy to -
arca WALDFRUCHT - BOCKET - KONINGSBO SCH and openmg
of rd SAEFFELEN. & BOOKL“”)

Tps® Comd: Lt Ool J.D.A. HANKEY, OBE, 52 Recce Regt

with under comd

b2 Recce: Regt : s :
-7 MANCH less one MMG ooy and one pl Le2-in 1\fortars

. i
in sp. 241 Fd Coy RI] - one tp FIAILS - on passing SAEFFELEN.
Task Open rd SAEE‘PLIEN - LOLIET¢ o

Role: '

(a) 7 MANCH 1@.:5 one MG coy and one pl L.2-in Mortars will cone
under comich. 155 Inf Bde jon arrival in arca WALDFEUCHT - BOCKET =~
KONINGSBOSCH. ,

(b) 52 Recce Regt will sp 8 Armd Bde by protecting the LEFT flank
~about the wooded area NORTH of WAIDFEUCHT - HAAREN, e

As's'emblz ‘ i e ” : ‘ .

(a) 52 Recce Regt Will move %o assembly area H‘[LIH\TSBE?G 7266
- between 0900 hrs and 1200 hrs D plus 2.
Orders for move FWD from ASSEMDIY area Wlll be issued by
Div H) by mag CROWN. TWO. e.., hrs. ‘

(b). Routes to assembly area

4

VATKENDURG 6553 - rd juno 668544 - rd junc 676575 - NUTH =~
SMSTENRADE - HOUTENDOUVE. ‘ '

(o) 7 MNNCH 1oss one MMG coy and one pl L 2—1n Nor‘tars Wlll asuemble

along and off rd GANGELT - SITTARD on completion of tasks "‘nd
w:Lll niove fwd U_ndu:‘ orders )2 Reocc, Kopt. .

(8) Route fwd Fron: aSubmbly azch ‘wDI-]R = STITARD - TUDDERN.

Arty  To folgow.

 EHASE BAGIE

/

(C< pture of area BRAUNSRATH - ILMREN)

Sowe b S

c2s/30.



30

37
32,

33

S

35

364

37

38,

39.

40.‘

Ger.

This PHASE ‘is divided into THREE, PHASE FAGLE ONE is the preliminary
move of 52 Div Arty.  PHASE EAGLE TWO will not start without its sp.. .

PHASE EAGLE ONE

Comd: = Drig L.B.D. BURNS, DSO, OBE, MC, CRA.
Tps 52 Div Arty.
Tagk

—cr————_

Move to gun area NORTH of rd ]TREBEREN - SAEFFELEN, to sp BAGIE TWO on
orders from Div HQ, probably during night D plus 2 / D plus 3..

Route  TUDDERN ~ SAEFFELEN.
| ' PHASE BAGIE TWQ

Tps Comd: Brig EsL. PRIOR PATNER, DSO.
Under comd 8 Armd Bde

147 Fd Regt RA
Two pls C Tps RE
One aslt sqn RE less one tp and
incl two aslt brs
- One SP bty 86 A Tk Regt RA
One sqgn less one tp FLATLS
one tol . : ,
155 Inf Bde with under comd 7 MANCH (lesms
- one coy and one L.2-in Mortar pl
remaining under comd 157 Inf Bde)

In sp- | © B2 Recce Reg'&.v and Div Ardy.
Task ‘
Seize area BRAUNSRATH - ‘HA.A;REN*and ‘cleax*jwoqu Fo- the NORTH. |

PHASE FAGLE THREE

Tps  Either 156 or 157 Inf Bdes -

with in &p one sqn and one tp FLAILS
' one sgn CROCODILES

undey. comd one Armd Regt

Move

On orders from Div HQ,- prd’bably NOT before night D plus 3 /D plus b

Tagks

(2) To come up on the RIGHT flank of either 155 Inf Dde or 8 Armd
“  Bde SOUTH of or astride the rd SELSTEN - HBINSBERG.

(b) fJ.;o'socure SELSTEN - APHOVEN if ordered. .

Artz To follow

oo-./)+10' N



L1. RE Task of Div RB'
(a) To open the route SAEFEELEN - X rds 809759 to Class 4O traffic.
(B) Sp inf bdo ep. |

7

' PHASE FLEEOE

k2. (Copture of orea KARKHN 8579 - IEMPEN 8578 -
N o » HEINSBERG 8575 - KIRCHHOVEN 8376)
C(2) Armow 7.8 immd Bde
' .- - -, : 52 Recce Regt.
(b) Inf- . RIGHT - 156 or 157 Inf Bdes.
- © IEFT 155'Inf Bde

(e) Arty ' , Corps arty in sp.

Lgl;. Ta-sk |

i

(a)  Selze area KARKEN - KEMPEN - H,EE\TSBERG - KIRCHHOVEN sp by 8
. Armd Bde, but if this area is secured by 8 Armd Bde in adv of
the inf bdes, the latter will rol:.eve 8 irmd Bde in the area,

(b) 52 Recce Regt will protect the IEFT flank during this PHASE
- and Wlll ga:m contact Wluh 7 Armd Div at POSTERHOLT 8181,

(c) 52 Recce Regt will probably be r‘eqﬂulred'to secure the brs over
' the» stream rurming betvveen inel HINGEN 8380 - 805812,

45 Th:Ls PHASE cannot bc, pl’xrmed «in detail now and it will NOT be ptartod
o without ref to Div HQ. :
’ Detailed orders will be :.ssued on c:ompletlon of PHASE EAGLE.

Tagks of Div RE - v ' ,

(2) open route X rds 809739, to HEINSBERG..

(b)  sp PHASE FIRECT. o
INTERCOMN P

49, 1 | |

- (2) ‘12 CORPS L eeed” 635619 moving. 1ater to SITTARD
: (b) 7 Armd D:Lv ‘ cene 653671 moving to L]MBRIGHT Wef’ 1 Jan.
/(c) 43 (W) Div ves.. TRUNSSUM 7662 | |

(@) 52 (1) Div ....\ NUTH 6959 moving 1ater to
| S © MONSIERGELEEN

(e) 155 Inf Bde . Ceeee 597560 ) N
(f) 156 Inf Bde - eess 682562 ) later locations will be
L(g) 157 Inf Bde . i, 68868l ) issued separately.

(n) 8 Armd Bde evvs area SITTARD wef 14 Jans

_ :oc 0/,50. ‘



53,

Bh.

Liaison
’ "

(a) 52 (L) Div will maintain 10 (w1ch WT) with HQ 7 Armd Div.,

,(b) . 155 Bde will maintain LO with HQ 1)6 Bde untll conclusion

Phase CROWN TWO,

(e¢) 157 Bde and 52 Recce Reg%'wili»maintain LO with H)52 (L) Div.

WT_working

(a) . Minimisc witil committed to battle.

(b) Flails and Crocodiles will break wireless silence when fmn;'

unit etc which thoy are supportlng doesg so,

Allocatlon of MTels

{

156 Bde © . - = one o
HQ 52 (L) Div~ one



52 (_L) Div' 7 R ( Appx "'D"-z

-op‘"BLACKoboK" - A3 Jdanbb.

IJABILITIFB OF FMNu TOWARDS bAOH OTHER

" (Issusd: wlth Op 1nstr No L) .

Transfer of 8 Armd.Bde Gp

I

Comd of 8 Armd Bde Gp will pass friom 7 Armd Div to 52 (L)
~ Div on orders 12 Corps at about.H plus one hr in Phase CROWN..
 If Phase BEAR successful Q Maint of 8 Armd Bde Gp for night

D plus 2/5 remains the regpon51b111ty of 7 Armd Div,

‘vTransfer of KANGAROOS /‘

Comd of 1 ¢dn Armd Persomnel Carrier Regt pas ST | from
7 Armd Div to 52 (L) Div with 8 Armd Bde Gp as in para 1,

52 (L) Div will release one 'sqn of 1 Odn Armd Personnel
Carrier Regt to under comd. L3 Div 1mmed1atelyjPhaue CROWN is
completed .

A

Transfer of Corps Tps RE

) Two pls O Tps RE under comd 8 Armd Bde revert to comd
12 Corps on completlon Phase CROWN.

One fd coy C Tps RE from 12 Corps to. under comd 43 Div
mornlng of D plus 4

BREBEREN

During Phase CROWN, 52 (L) Div will seize the following
area which lies parcTy'w1th1n op bdy of L3 Div te

All inel 52 (L) Div - rd at 77772 ~ rd and track junc
”B2D1—Jﬂzmdtmmkgwm'ﬁ9ﬁ7—'ﬁ0ﬁ2—Iﬂgwm'ﬁ0m9—;
rd thence to X rds 779708 - X tracks 777705 = X rds 7707 -
NORTH end of cutting 766709 = rd end track junc 76571 - rd
at 768716 - track at 773723.

v 43 Div are responsible for opening and maintaining the
,rd HASTENRATH - BREBEREN and for making and maintaining the
crossing at 777711 in BREBEREN but it is possible that 52 (L)
Div may make this crossing during Op CROWN,

4) DlV will take over this brhd on morning of D plus 3
or .as soon as possible thozeafter

Running nghts 7

s

(a) 43 Div will grant 52 (L) Div rumning rights on the rd
' AMSTENRADE 7261 ~ SCHINVEID 766k - GANGELT 7767. 2 (L)
Div will obtain timings from 43 Div for any moves of more
than 40 vehs on thls rd,

(b) As the situation devolops 52 (L) Div will grant I3 Div
© ruaning rights on the rds near LAPFELD 8272 and facilities -
for as sembly and forming up in Op JUG IT, but any clearance
of mines involved w1ll be the respon31b111ty of" 43 Div in
both cases, : v

. /6,



Harassing Fire

Durimg night D plus 1/2, 43 Div will carry out harassing fire
on enemy fwd localities along the whole length of their front so .
that 52 (L) Div's similar action should not pregudloe surprise.

‘Junc pts 7 Armd, Dlv/QQ(L) Div

7 Armd Div and 52 (IJ Div: will make contact under arrange- _

- ments made mutually, at the follow1ng Junc Ptu in succession i~

(i) - R4 Junc 6)9730
(ii)  RA junc 727757
(iii)" R4 junc 736777
(iv) X tracks 768788

L3 Div will provide,ﬁov 1t. over rd BEEK -~ SITTARD for 7 Armd
Div on night D plus 1/2 until at latest 0600 hrs D plus 2.

© Thereafter 7 Armd Div will obtaln agrcement OI 52 (L) Dlv to any
jexposure on this rd.



. APPENDIX 5

0P _"BIACKCOCK® 15 Jan 15

: Extracts froﬁxh} Div Op Instr No.3.

5. Order of Battlc 13 Div f,"l"

Under Comd.: 6 Gds Tk Be -
- (340 A tk Bty)
. . .. ..o C.Sqn 141 RAC
" B Sgn W Dgns’
46 Aslt Sqn BE, less one tp
Sqn 1 Gdn APG Regt (from D + 3)
6 Pd Regt (from D + - 5) ' S
Tp 344 SL Bty
¢ P1t 653 Air OP Sqn
Det 100 Radar Unit
Two Tcls
263 Fd Coy RE (from em D + u)

A

In gp: 0. 12 Corps Arty Gp, (1nol 3 ‘and 9 AGSRA,

’ ‘ \ RA 52 Div and
' : ’ US Arty Gps)

;o Det 11441 Up Combat Engr Gp .

INTENTION B L
L., 43 Div will destroy enemy within bdys of the Div SOUTH of R RCER.

? 3
A

NETHOD
De Summary
(a) 129 Inf Bde will secure, with one Bn, “tho vicinity of
the crossing of the obstacle belt SOUfH of BREBEREN
for the launching of 190 Bde!'s operaulon.

E) Thereafter, Bdes will unaertake.“hases in followifg
s pnas
sequences :~ : L »

CHART -

130 Inf Bde -

129 Tnf Blo - JUG I
430 Inf Bde - JUG 1T
21) Tof Bde - | KETIIE

6. BREBEREN Brldgphead |
‘(a). Comd: Comd 129 Inf Bde

(b) Tps: 5 WTITS
: Two coys L SOM, LI

- Sgqn . Tk GREN GDS )

" Tp 340 Atk Bty SP )
A Son 43 Recee Regt (until H hr for HART)
B Sqn W Dgns less two tps

260 Fd Coy RE. . : ) ;
16 sl Sgn RE less two tps -
Pl A Coy 8 Nx o
Tp 235 A tk Bty
Det 129 Fd. Amb \

In sp: at 1uast onc Ld reﬂt



(a)

(o)

HART.

(a)

(b)

(a)

\“(“i) Areas - 1k,

Tasgks

(1) To secure a bridgehcad to cover the forming up and
start line 6f leading Bn 130 Inf Bde in HART,
Bridgchead will include: NACHBARHEIDE 7772 - Pt
73.8 786717 - Pt 71.5 788712 - X rds 787708 -.rd
Junc 783703.

(i1)  To open route HASTENRATH - BREERFEN for whooled
\ traffic, incl est ¢lass 40 crossing and a separatc’
crossmg for inf 'bo WEST of existing rd br.

(iii) To maintain contact by car patrol W'.L‘th 52 Div
on LEFT.

i

A.;sembly Area

Areas 3 and 16 Trace B avallable from 1200 hrs ¢
- D4+ 2, : .
Rally arca for W fons - ‘\/ERKHL‘BEhK

Timing s

Porce will be ready to take over. BRLBEREN from
52 Div from first light D + 3 on orders Comd L3
Diw, o o

Comd: Comd 130 Inf Bde

Tps: 130 Inf Bde
") Tk COLDM GDS )
Tp 340 A tk Bty )
A Sgn 43 Recce Regt (from H hr HART)
C Sqn 141 RAC
B Sqn W Dgns
Minimum two tps 1 Odn APC
233 A tk Bty
Two tps 333 A tk Bty
' Pl 553 Fd Coy RE
C Coy 8 Mx
Two pls D Coy 8 Mx
One Tel

_j:.x_j_mﬂi;vSeven\Fd Regts
‘/ Six Mcd Regts
‘ Two Hy Btys
PEPPERPOT Gp

Tasks - N

(1)  Capture and hold - HARZ&LT
i bCHIERW'AIDENRATH
- PUTT, '
W_/{LDENRL’\.TH

W@

(ii) Mainta'in contact by car pa‘crolw_vi.th 52 Div on

LEFT.

Assembly Areas
)

2, &, ) available from 1200 hrs
5g 39 16; 5 ) D '} _3-

. /( 1i)



. 3 -

(iﬂ ‘Rdiyammsfqu>mms
. reverting from comd - 141 RAC AREA 3
W Dgns -~ ARBA 3
5

APC AREA

(e) i mlng

lLGanﬂ” Bn w111 be orepared to cCross stafb Tine
for attack on HARZELT at 0800 hrs D + 4.

i

(a) Comd: Comd 129 Inf Bde

(b) Tps: 129 Inf Bde
L Tk GREN €DS ) -
Tp 340 A tk Bty )
A Sqn 43 Recce Regt (from H hr JUG I and to revert
G Sgn 141 RAC to comd 130 Bde on capture of
B Sqn W Dgns UETTERATH)
Winimum two tps 1 Cdn APC
Two tps 333 A tk Bty (from 130 Bde)
235 A tk Bty
Pl 260 Fd. Coy
- AL Coy 8oMx
Two Pls D Coy 8 Mx o
- One Tel (from41)O Bde)
in sp: nght Fd Reng'
Five Med Regts
Two. Hy Btys ,
PEPPERPOT Gp . -~
Tasks:

() |
(i) Capturo and hold
2 SCHEIFENDAHL
ERPEN
- SCHLEIDEN
STRAETEN

(.

(

( BLAUENSTEIN 7969

( RA and track junc 860687

UBTTERATH
(ii)  Maintain contact with 52 (ﬁ Dlv.
(1i1)

Conuolldate UETTERATH Lnto otronrr bn locality. -
; J

(d) Assembly . -
(i)  Arcas available from'iQQdfhré.D + 5 as follOWS‘:_’
3, 5, 9, 16, 28, 31, h.

(ii)  Rally areas for sp arms reverting from comd :-

C Sgn 141 RAC
B Sgn W Dgns
APC

(¢) Timings

12
12

s

Plans will bo bascd on abtack on SCHEIFENDANL starting

first light D + 6.

/9.



10.

(

JUG II
" (a) :Qgﬁi Comd 130 Inf Bde
(b) ~Tps As in Phase HART
NOTE: (i) A Sqn L3 Recce Regt comes under cond. on ”
' ' comple ’uon of capturo of UETTERAC[H by 129 Bde,
(i1) ¢ s 11+1 RAC ) come under comd on arrival
B Sqn W Dgns ) in rally areas after JUG I.
Two tps APC ) S
(c)  Tasks

(1)  Capture and occupation of := '

SCHAFHAUSEN
GREBBEN
DREMVEN

ii) -Fxploz.'tatlon to llne of LIl\DERN " HEINSBERG rly and
to DREMMERBUSCH 791735.

(iii) Relieve Bn 129 Bde in genoral area SCHLEIDEN -

X rds 85971, ~ ERPEN.

(d) Assembly In addition to own 100alltles as occupied at
end of phase HART.' j
12, 31, 95,‘ 10 and 23 évéllable from time to be notified
dependlnﬂ on progress on JUG I.
Rally for Sp arms revertlng:
San 141 RAC 21
W Dgns 22
APC 1
(e) Timings = Plans will be based on JUG IT beginning morning
D+ 1.
KETTLE
(a) .~ Comd: Comd 214 Inf Bde
(b) Tps 214 T Bdo

3Tk'S )

Tp 340 A tk Bty )

C Sgn WA -RAC

B Sgn W Dgns
* Minimum two tps 1 Cdn APC
One tp 333 A tk Bty
236 A tk Bty -

Pl 204 RPd Cov

B Coy 8 Mx

Two Pls D Coy 8 ’\/Ix .
One tel (from 130 Bde)

In sp

Seven Fd Regts
Tive Med Rogts

Two HAA Btys
PEPPERPOT Gp

Arty XITI US Corps .

\



1.

13.

FDL

(®)

O 'fé |

)

4% Recce (less one sqn) take oVér’SERVICES WOOD from Br
129 Bde on 16 Jan. \

Q

914 Inf Bde will assume comd of SLRVICES WOOD sootor
fmm2%9hw16qu o

Arty‘availabWG S | ; o {

(1)  In sp 129 Bdu‘D + 3 - detall léfer o ; .

(ii) 'In sp 130 Bdo Op HART - Seven Fd Rogts, six Med

Regts, two Hy Btys (7 2) two HAA Btys.

(4i1) In sp 129 Bde Op JUG T - cight Pd Regto five Med

EEERY

(B)

(e)

LA

S————

_\(d)

o owts two Hy Btys (7. 2) two HAA Btys.

(iv) In sp 130 Bde Op JUG II - as ahove.

(v). In sp 214 Bde Op KETTIE - as sbovo.

Amn available B , S

(1) HE - 25 pr 145,200 rds
. 5.5 - 19,200 rds
7.2 U000 ras . |
HAA | 5,600 rds (incl 2000 rds V tracer).
(ii) Smoke 25 pr 15,000 rds A

Direct Sp

(1) 43 Div Arty normal,

j(ii)' 11 Med Regt is in direct sp snd wlll be in dircet

sp of each bde in turn

Moves

- 43 Div Arty will move to arca BIRCGDEN - SCHIERWALDENRATH -
- HARZALT between HART and JUG I to be 1n actlon by 1800 hrs

D + 5 in this arca,

"B

e

Hostile btys are to bo bombarded befort phascs HART and JUG T..

HE

[t

Us arty are to be engaged on brs over R WURM and rd Juncs
area SCHLEIDEN and UETTERATH.

Normal, AP tps will Gévroplaqed by towed tps at discrection of
CO 110 TAA Regt to enable SP tps to engage PEPPERPOT tasks,
rejoining bdes on completion of this task.

SLs

/

One tp 34k SIL Bty will prov1de mov 1t to~enable bdes to move inﬁo“
and out ‘of assemblv areas

o/ Mk



14 RE

o

Tasks

(a)+ R4 Comns

(1)
(11)

(ii1)

(iv)

(v)

(vi)

(vii)'

(viii)

\

Under 129 Bde. BREBEREN'érossings -~ gee above.

Develop route BREBEREN - WALDENRATH behind adv-of
130 Bde in HART. ‘

Open two Wheélgd routes and. one‘civkoltrack route
between present FDL and RA in (ii) above as soon

~after HART as p0931blc

v’Opon one whocled routo from SOHILRWALDENRilﬂ to X rds

833731 prior to JUG T.

Opén . rd APHOVEN - SCHELFFENDAHL - STRARTEN and a route

from SCHEIFFENDAHL to SCHLEIDEN . %o UETTERATH behind
adv of 129 Bde in JUG I.

Open rd GEIIENKIRCHEN - STRAETEN and rd TRIPSRATH -

BLAUFNSTEIN’— UE”TERATH onfcompletibn of JUG I. -~

Open a route as selected by Comd 130 Bde from.APHOV“N -
SCHAFHAUSEN - DREMVEN in JUG II

.Routes for KETTLE - later.

¥

o

(b) ‘'Assist CRA in clearance and access routes +to gun area PUTT -
WAEDENRATH =+ BIRGDEN - SCHIERWALDENRATH.

15,  Oh

\

(a) Policy is to leave as meny German civs in the villages as
possible, : ' - '

Handbills for these civs are being issued separately together’
with instructions for their use, They ohould be circulated
within villages as early asrposulble

(b) vUndesirable or suspect ¢ivs who must be évacﬁatod will be

Intercomn

returned down normal PW chamnels. These numbers must be
kept to a minimum, .

16, " . Tac HQ 43 Div opens MINDERGANGELT 767666 0700 hrs D + h.

Main HQ remains present location,



